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CHIEFLY WITH A view To. BENEFIT THE 


| Fort William, 1792. 


DEDICATION 
TO COLONEL GEORGE DEARE, 
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PATRONAGE To A. NARRATIVE, evourenge 
CHILDREN OF A MAN, WHQ WERE EXPOSED 
TO UNCOMMON ANXIETY AND DISTRESS, DU» 
RING THE LONG AND PAINFUL CAPTIVITY 
OF THEIR FATHER, A FURTHER MOTIVE FOR 
REFIZING YOUR NAME TO THE PRESENT DEN 
DICATION, 1s THE PRIVATE GRATIFICATION- 
or | | 
SIR, 
-YOUR MOST OBEDIENT 


HUMBLE SERVANT, 


TRE COMPILER... 
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"LE, Compiler of cheafollontihe A is far 
from concluding, that the N and 
E hardſhips which' have marked the exiſtence” of 
an obſcure individual, cin be ſufficiently in- 
tereſting to claim the attention of thoſe, whoſe 


ealy ſituations ſcarcely admit of a juſt idea of 


the ſufferings of the unfortunate ; nor does he 
imagine that plain facts, ſuch as an unlettered 
obſerver has been able to collect, during a rigorous 


captivity in a ſtate, the government, politicks, 
internal regulations, and very ſituation of which, 
has hitherto been imperfectly known to Eu- 
ropeans reſident in Aſia, can contain ſufficient. 


information to recompenſe the reader for his 


trouble. — But he truſts that compaſſion for 
the unfortunate, which has ſo eminently. diſtin- 
guiſhed his countrymen, will operate ſuffleient-. 
ly in this inſtance, to overlook the unimportance 
of a narrative, which claims no other merit than 


a ſtrict adherence to truth. 
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After the · Memoirs of the laſt war in Afia,” 


including a narrative of the impriſonment and 


ſufferings, principally of the Britiſh Officers, it 


may perhaps be thought ſuperfluous to intrude a 


ſecond detail of the ſame nature upon the public, 


particularly as the great uniformity and ſameneſs 
which reigns throughout the former, naturally 
ſuggeſts, that the journal of one week would have 
conveyed every neceſſary idea of the whole; and 
that conſequently any additional account muſt be 
trifling and frivolous. 1 

A captivity of ten years, during which period 


ſeveral removals from one place of impriſonment 
to another took place, and many changes in point 
of treatment occurred, includes much more vas 
riety than the account of what befell our officers, 


who remained under cloſe confinement, till deli- 
vered up; and admitted more opportunities to ſee 


ſomething of the country, to converſe with the 
natives, whoſe language naturally became familiar 
to a perſon that ſcarcely heard any other, and that 
every moment felt the inconvenience of being 
unable to make his wants known and underſtood, 
to examine the ſtrength and ſituation, particularly 
of the fortreſs of Seringapatam, to learn the fate 
and diſpoſal of a number of fellow captives, not 
liberated at the concluſion of the peace, ſome of 


5 | whom 


i =_— , 


whom had been priſoners many years, prior to 
the commencement of the war in 1780; in ſhort, 
to be better informed in many reſpects, than Gen- 
tlemen who were never ſuffered to ſtep beyond 
the limits of their priſon wall. Several of the vex- 
ations and acts of violence committed againſt the 
private ſoldiers, could not reach the knowledge 
of the officers, though many of them came to 
their ears; nor could they know what befell them 
ſubſequent to their releaſe. The unremitted ill 
uſage a number of unfortunate Engliſh ſubjects 
then underwent; the different threats, torments, 
and promiſes, employed to intimidate 'or cajole 
wretched and defenceleſs men, into a voluntary 
acceptance of the ſervice of a deteſtable tyrant; 
the plans that were laid for difpatching every one 
of the captive Europeans throughout his domini- 
ons, and finally the hazardous and patient efforts, 
which ſucceeded at laſt to effect an eſcape, with 
other ſubſequent adventures, are matters entirely 
new, and different from thoſe contained in the 
narrative already alluded to. More worthy, indeed, 
of public indulgence, would theſe obſervations 
and the narrative have proved, had the capacity 
and genius of the author, admitted a greater 
"_ to his zeal, 


The 


band 


„ 


* he Compiler has avoided eye as much 
as „ and ſpared repetitions where he found 
any thing fully ſet down in the journal of the 


memoirs already mentioned, which contain true 
and very accurate aceounts of different occur- 
rences which he never imagined could have come 
to the knowledge of people, that were watched 

ſo cloſely as the Britiſh officers, particularly the 


circumſtances attending the murder of General 
Mathews.. The author's removal from the com- 
mon priſon ſome months after his arrival at Se- 
ringapatam, prevented his diſcovering in what 


manner the officers acquired all their information. 


Some repetitions will perhaps, occur, but ſuch 
only confirm points, of which the world never 


can have too many teſtimonies. They are of ſuch 


an atrocious, baſe, and unparalleled nature, that 
every poſſible confirmation is requiſite to give 
them credibility with men that find it difficult 
to ſuppoſe ſuch acts of barbarity could have ex- 
iſtence, or be engendered in the mind of a man, 
who has been adjudged, at leaſt, an able uſurper, 
and the reduction of whoſe proſtituted power, 
which is the object of the preſent war, has been 
reprobated by Britiſh Senators. 
It would be ſtrange indeed, if hoſtilities in 
their nature deviating ſo 'egregiouſly from civili- 
TEE = EE 5 zed 
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zed warfare, ſhould be carried on with that f in 
veteracy with which Hyder and his ſucceſſor 
Tippoo, have made war upon the Engliſh nation 
without cauſcs of complaint having, the Com- 
piler is well perſuaded, in very few inſtances 
occured on our ſide. The French journaliſts and 
authors of anecdotes, have induſtriouſly propa» 
gated every circumſtance, which tended to de- 
preciate the conduct of our Aſiatic armies laſt 
war, and have allowed invention to take a very 
active part in their relations, without reflecting 
that no war whatever has been exempt from 
abuſes, and that the very nation which till lately 
maintained indiſputable pretenſions to gentle. 
neſs, urbanity, punctilious principles of honor, 
and liberal bravery, has not eſcaped occaſional, 
and very glaring deviations from their general 
practice, though it would be highly illiberal, 
from the miſcondu of individuals, to afix a 
ſtigma on the whole. He will alſo admit that 
perſonal ſufferings, may have been injudiciouſly 
reſentful, in particular inſtances, fince the com- 
mencement of the preſent war ; but he will by no 
means allow theſe extraordinary caſes (adm.tting 
their exiſtence) to be laid down as a general rule, 
nor will he conſent to their being brought into 
| competition with a fixed, methodical, cruel, and 
| ferocious 


T5 


* 


been practiſed on ſettled principles. | 
That it ſhould ever diſgrace the fame and glory 
of ſo diſtinguiſhed an officer as Admiral Suffrein, 
to conſign ſome hundreds of priſoners to the diſ- 
poſal of an enemy ſo rancorous to the race of 
Edpopeans, as Hyder Ally was notoriouſly known 
to be and which, notwithſtanding the flattering 
encomiums, and favorable infinuations of the 
partial and incorrect M. Le Maitre de la Tour, 


muſt certainly produce aſtoniſhment and abhor- 


rence, in every mind. and mingle pity with the 
admiration his merits exact. 


It only remains to be mentioned, that the Au- 


thor's early removal from Bengal to the Grand 

Army, where he will enjoy a ſatis faction almoſt 
equivalent in his opinion, to the ſufferings he 
has undergone, of being uſeful to his country, 
in pointing out ſuch information as he is able 
to give, and of fighting once more againſt an 
enemy that ſo ſhamefully tarniſhed his victories, 


has rendered it impracticable to gain anumber 


of little additional lights and informations, 


which could not immediately occur on taking 


down. the ſcattered notes of the Author. 


When the whole came to be digeſted, theſe de- 


liciencies fully manifeſted hemfely es, but it was 
| then 


Ferdelous ſyſtem of barbarous 8 3 has 
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then too late to remedy them. 


1 


* 

The mutilated 
News- paper accounts of the Author, picked up 
from converſation, and gone abroad in the ſame 
manner as thoſe of ſome of the perſons particu- 


larly mentioned in this narrative, whoſe eſcape 


from Tippoo has been publiſhed fince this com- 
pilation was undertaken, are all of too inſignifi- 


cant and inaccurate a nature, to be capable of 


hurting the narrative, 
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J AM ES BRISTOW. 


Was b. born in the ir 1757, in Norwich, in Ks 
county of Norfolk. My father who was a black 
ſmith, bound me apprentice to a carpenter, with 
whom I did not, however, remain a complete twelve 
month, being allured, more by a deſire to ſee the 
world, than the bounty of one ſhilling, which I re- 
ceived, to enliſt with a Captain Monney, then recruits 
| ing for the Honourable Eaſt India Company. When 
wle Captain had colleQted to the number of fifty re- 
crits, he marched us up to London, where we under- 
| vent an examination on the ay of our arrival, and 
| B were 


No © 8 5 


were, to my no wall diſappointment, fin FTI to 


Graveſend that very evening, and embarked on board 
the Prince of Wales Indiaman, under diſpatch for 
Bengal, and commanded by Captain Scott, a gentle- 


man who had loſt an arm, as I afterwards underſtood, 5 


in a duel at Madras. 

My whole ſtock, when on board, conſiſted in the 
jacket and trowſers 1 wore, with half a guinea in 
ſpecie, which each man had received from the Com- 

pany. Thus provided, I commenced ſoldier at the 
early age of fourteen years, and ſoon forgot both anxiety 
for myſelf, and concern for thoſe I had left. 5 

On the 1ft day of April, 1771, we failed from En- 
gland with a fair wind, and landed in Bengal, after 
what was then deemed a proſperous paſſage, of ſix 


months, on the 1ſt of October following. It was our 
a fate to be treated with humanity on board, and to eſcape 


—Ealamitous diſtempers, during the voyage, which was 


marked with no diſaſter, except, that one of the re- 


_crults, a very young man who had raſhly left his 
friends, jumped over board, whilſt we were at anchor! in 
Falſe Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope. 


Very ſoon after my arrival in Bengal, I was vith 


other recruits ſent up to Dinapore, to complete the 
firſt European regiment, then commanded by Colonel 
Champion ; and poſted to Captain Moſes Crawford's 


Company, on the very day he attained the rank of 
Captain. I was by this time perfectly reconciled to 
my. fituation, for which I had not been without appre- 


henſions, in the moments of reflection, fo natural to 


RK. 


a young adventurer, who quits his native ſoil, and 
3 traverſes the ocean to a diſtant region, which igno- 
1 rance, and the prejudices of education have taught him 
3 to dread. I frequently ſhuddered at the ſervice I had 
engaged in, and confidered the life of a common ſol- 
dier, ſo little to be envied at home, to be ſomething 
3 truly deplorable in this country. But my apprehen- 
q ſions were ſoon diſpelled, and my ſatisfaction propor- 
| tioned to the magnitude of my fears. So different is 
the ſituation of a private ſoldier in Bengal from what 
our ideas repreſent, by comparing it with the ſame 
= thing in Europe, that my ſurprize was incredible, 
1 whe I found that a life which is commonly eſteemed 
4 wretched, was not without great comforts, and might 
9 even be rendered deſireable. 
1 The troops at Dinapore took the field ſhortly after 
my arrival, under the command of General Sir Robert | 
Barker. It was then that I for the firſt time in my” | 
life beheld an Indian army; and the magnificence: as 
well as diſorder which reigned in Sujah Dowla's, camp, 
filled me with an aſtoniſhment on walking through 
his rich Bazar one. day, which will ever dwell on my 
memory, as it differed ſo widely from the notions I 
hed formed to myſelf of- hoſtile, Preparations. 
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As the hiſtory of this campaign is equally. unimport= 
ant and foreign to the preſent narrative, I ſhall paſs 
it over, as well as what befell me for ſeveral years 
fubſequent, in filence—let it ſuffice, that having obain- 


ed a recommendation to Captain, now Lieut. Colonel 
. RE = Huſley, 


oy 
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_ Huffey of the Artillery, 1 renewed in that "corps in 
gd 1777,from Captain Charles Weer's company of grena- 
diers, to which I had the honor of belonging for a 
twelve month, and on the 11th of October, 1780, be- 
ing previouſly appointed Camp Colourman, embarked 
with Captain Huſſey's and another company of ar- 
tillery, and fix of infantry, on board the Kingſton, 


for the purpoſe of eſcorting the commander in chief 


of India, Lieut. General Sir Eyre Coote, to Madras. 
In the roads of Ballaſore, we met a violent gale of 
wind, which might have proved fatal to the Britiſh in- 
tereſt in the Eaſt, as all the hopes of the other Pre- 
ſidency, centered in the ſuccours to arrive from Ben- 
gal; but it abated after a few days, and we experi- 
._ enced a good paſſage againſt the monſoon or ſouth 
weſterly winds, landing at Fort Sc. George to the great 
Joy of the whole ſetilement, on the 5th of November 
_ following, having brought the pilot with us, as his 
| Hoop had diſappeared in the ſtorm. © — 
Phe General's firſt care was to collect the Ahaped 
troops at St. Thomas's mount, vith a view immediate- 
ly to arreſt the progreſs of Hyder's devaſtations, and 
en the very day our detachment left the fort, Serjeant 
| Dempſter of the ſame company with myſelf, of whom 
mention is hereafter made, and ſeveral of whoſe letters 
are printed in the * Memoirs / the late war in Afea,” | 
deſerted and went over to Hyder. | 
We took the field under our veteran Commander, 
on the 17th of January 1781, with all the troops that 
daha be collected and ſpared for the purpoſe, no 
more 
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more being left to garriſon Fort St. George than were 
abſolutcly judged neceſſary. The grand army con- 
fied of about ſeven or eight thouſand effective men, 


one eighth part of which were cavalry, and ſixty pieces 


of ordnance, with a proportion of military ſtores.— 
This reſpedtable body of men, formidable if oppoſed 
in ranged battle, to the moſt numerous rabble of 
Aſia; moved to the relief of Wandewaſh, then cloſely 
inveſted by Hyder Ally's troops. Five day afterwards; 


Carangooly was ſurpriſed by a detachment from the 


army, under Captain Davies, and Hyder abandoned 
the ſeige the moment he heard of our approach. I 
recollect it was eſteemed a very auſpicious omen that 
this event took place on the very anniverſary of that 


| day, namely the 22d of January, on which our Gene- 


ral had proved ſo. eminently victorious at the ſame 
place, one and twenty years before, over Count Lally, 


and the French army. After throwing ſuccours into 


this place, the army continued its march, and on the 
sth of February, ſat down on the red hills near Pon- 


dicherry. It was here that my Woffcriags for a yours 


of years, commenced. 
I accompanied Lieutenant Doxat, -our Game 
maſter of Artillery, to Pondicherry for the purpoſe of 


deſtroying the French boats, that M. D'Orves, who 


had a few days before appeared on the Coaſt with 
fleet, might not effect the landing of military ſupplies, 
and a party of Frenchmen for Hyder's ſervice, which 


he had already attempted, but precipitately relinquiſh- 


ed, when the army approached. We ſpiked ſeveral 


iron 


1 ————— 
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iron guns which the French had burried in the ſand, 
on the beach, and had juſt broke up and ſet fire to 
all the boats, as the day dawned, and forced us to re- 
tire, to avoid the firing from the fleet. Our camp was 
within two miles of the town, but before we had pro- 
ceeded half way, a prodigious buſtle and hurry of peo- 
ple, running confuſedly towards Pondicherry, announc- 
ed a party of Hyder's horſe, which had cut in between 
the town and our camp. Waggons overſet, and loads 
of different articles, proceeding to our Bazar, lay ſcat- 
tered abandoned on the ground. Lieutenant Doxat, 
who inſtantly mounted his horſe, had barely paſſed a 
croſs road when a party of them came ſuddenly in up- 
on me. I was inſtantly ſeized, removed to a conve- 
nient diſtance from the high road and ſtripped of every 
thing I poſſeſſed. Theſe daring Looties* deſtroyed 
every thing they met with, but had no time for re- 
moving the plunder, being purſued from our camp. 
In the mean time they had ventured near enough to 
our lines to ſnatch up the Serjeant Major of one of the 
Sepoy battalions, who was bathing in the front of the 
quarter guard, in a tank. The name of this unfor- 
tunate man Was Rickman. 

My ſituation from this inſtant became truly deplo- 
rable, robbed of liberty, I found myſelf in the clutch- 
es of barbarians, who treated me with cruelty and 
ſcorn, and kept me in ſuſpenſe with reſpect to my life. 
I was not however indulged with.much time to con- 

template the horrors of my ſitution, for having bound 
A banditti of free booters, of 
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my arms behind me, they hurried me almoſt naked 
before Hyder, on the 6th of February, about two 

o' clock in the afternoon. He was then encamped on 
the right flank of our army, at about five or ſix miles 
diſtance, between us and Cuddelore, to the Northward 
of the road. Hyder's tent exhibited nothing very ex- 
traordionary and magnificent, except a rich Perſian 
Carpet ſpread on the ground, and held down by four 
maſſy ſilver weights at the corners, ſomething in form 
reſembling ſugar loaves. Several French officers were 
preſent. I was interrogated through one of them, that 
ſpoke Engliſh, with reſpect to the ſtrength and deſti- 
nation of our army, but having replied that our troops 
amounted to 35,000 men, five thouſand of whom were 
Europeans, and that we had ſeventy pieces of Ord- 
nance in the field, the interpreter briſkly told me, 
« 7 lied,” we had na ſuch thing! and that all our Eu- 
ropeans in India colleQted together would not amount 
to that number. Hyder was ſo much exaſperated at 
my attempt to deceive him, that he kept me three 
days without any food, tied down on the ground in the 
rear of his tent, which was the ſtation I conſtantly oc- 
cupied during the ſeven days I remained in his camp. 
In this miſerable ſituation, lying bound on the bare ſand 
when halting, and laſhed to Rickman the Sergeant Ma- 
jor when marching, expoſed to the weather, day and 
night, without any nouriſhment : I muſt inevitably have 
periſhed, if the humanity of my guards had not relieved 
me with ſome food now and then, by ſtealth. On the 
fourth day, having encamped near Cuddelore where 
"0 the 
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the Engliſh army was entrenched, I macelyad a vifit 


from Mahomed Beg, a Dubaſh who ſpoke Engliſh ; he 


ordered me one ſeer of rice, and two pice per day, 
which I received for four days, after which Mahomed 
Beg paid me a ſecond viſit and propoſed to me to'enter 
into Hyder's ſervice. In order to prevail on me, he pro- 
miſed that I ſhould be well treated and receive good 
pay if I conſented ; but finding me obſtinate in refuſing, 
he went away apparently much diſſatisfied, and it was not 
long, before I felt the ill effects of my non-compliance, 
for balf my daily allowance in money, together with 
ſome proviſions I had received from Hyder's kitchen 


the laſt four days, were immediately curtailed, and I 


was laſhed to the Serjeant Major, removed to Gingee, a 
{mall fort on a rock, which had been furrendered to 
Hyder in a cowardly manner, the preceding December, 
by a party of the Nabob's troops which chiefly compoſ- 
ed the garriſon, and where part of his army at this time 
was encamped, to guard his women, proviſions, ſtores 
and camp equipage. Before I was removed from Hy- 
der's camp, I had the mortification to ſee our whole 
army drawn up in order of battle, three days ſucceſſive- 
ly—Fortunately, ſome of my own cloathes aud a blanket 
bad been reſtored to me, the day before I was deſired, to 
enter into Hyder's ſervice. On my arrival at Gingee 1 
vas hand-cuffed, and from thence, the ſucceeding day, 
removed to Arcot, where my hand cuffs where exchang- 


ed for heavy leg-irons. I remained near three weeks in 


the priſon of Arcot, and might, I am pretty eertain, 
* * thence, had it anly ance during tha. 
period 
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period proved a very dark or rainy night; but the 
moon and ſtars ſhone ſo bright (a circumſtance which 1 
at that time thought a ſerious misfortune), and it ap- 
peared ſo impratticable to elude our guards and the 
ſoldiers of Hyder, who infeſted the ſtreets and place 
during theſe clear nights, that the circumſtance of ha- 
ving contrived, by means of perſeverance and a piece 
of broken china, to file down the head of the nail 
which rivetted my irons ſo as to be able to throw 
them off at pleaſure, availed me nothing.. Only 
one night's rain, or even one heavy ſhower would have 
driven Guards, Sentries, and the whole garriſon, accord- 
ing to the prattice of Aſiatic ſoldiers, under cover, 
and conſequently left the coaſt clear—but I was reſerved 
for ſeverer trials. | 
Colonel Baillie, Captain Rumley, Lieutenant Frazer 
and a Mr. Skardon, were at this time confined: in 
Arcot. The latter of theſe gentlemen, had been the 
Engliſh Reſident at Pondicherry, and treacherouſly de- 
livered up by the French inhabitants, who were ſuffer- _ 
ed to reſide unmoleſted on their paroles at the time of 
committing this act of barbarity., An European 
ſoldier, that by ſome negle&@ was left behind ſick on 
the day we marched to the red hills, and ſnatched up 
by ſome of the Looties that conſtantly hovered about 
our camp, died in his Irons at this place without recei- 
ving the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance, or any notice being ta- 
ken of his lamentations. Prior to removing me from 
hence, my irons were taken off, and the hand-cuffs 
again replaced, probably becauſe heavy fetters might 
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retard the march to Seringapatam, to which place [ 
was next deſtined. On the aſt of March 1781, this 
journey commenced,. with the melancholy proſpect of 
never re-viſiting thoſe companions from whom the 
chance of war had ſecluded me. ” 
As ſoon as I was out of the Fort of Arcot, I diſ- 
covered three palanquins, containing Britiſh officers in 
the ſame predicament with myſelf, and I ſoon learnt 
that it was Colonel Baillie, Captain Rumley, and Lieu- 
tenant Frazer, who had recovered from their wounds. 
Mr. Skardon's priſon had indeed been contiguous to- 
mine, we had often converſed over the low wall which 
divided our cells, and this Gentleman had aſſiſted me 
both with money and clothes, but he was ignorant as 
myſelf, of the ſituation of the above officers. A Lieu- 
tenant Brumton, delivered up by the French nearly 
in the ſame, manner as Mr. Skardon, and Mr. Mac- 
Neal the mate of a country ſhip, were among the pri- 
ſoners at this time carried to Seringapatam. 5 

We proceeded to Arnee, the firſt day, and the ſecond 
to a Fort at the foot of the hills, or gauts. On this 
march we were exceedingly hurried, and frequently 
ſtruck to haſten our ſteps, the cauſe; of which, as I 
underſtood from one of the priſoners, was our near 
approach in the courſe of the day to the fort of Velz 
lore, from whence almoſt any party which had ſal. 
lied, might have reſcued us, as our convoy only con- 
fiſted of about thirty Sepoys, and about fiſty Paly4 . 


gars. But they had unfortunately. no intimation of 


our proximity, at the garriſon, and it was entirely out 
of 


of our power to apprize Colonel Lang, the Com- 
manding Officer of it, by any means or contrivance, 
nor had we any thing which ae! Tg the fidelity 
of our Convoy. | 

It took us five days to traverſe the paſſes, and four 
days more to reach Offore. We paſſed an aſtoniſh- 
ing number of ſmall mud Forts on the road, and got 
to Seringapatam on the eighteenth of the month.— 
They allowed us to halt one day in the Pettah of 
| Bangalore, round the wall of which they were dig- 
ging a trench at the time, and adding a ditch to the 
Weſt face of the Fart. 1 cannot tell if it was the 
ſame all round, as no other fide was viſible. 

On our arrival at Seringapatam, Mr. Skardon was 
ſent to the Officers priſon, but Lieutenant Brumton 
and Mr. Mac-Neal were lodged amongſt us. The for- 
mer of theſe two, had once eſcaped from Hyger; 
and nearly reached Cuddelore before he was retaken ; 
this might probably be his reaſon for confining him 
amongſt the ſoldiers and treating him with more ſeve- 
rity than the reſt of the officers, at leaſt I never heard 

of any other. Col. Baillie, Capt. Rumley, and Lieut. 
Frazer, were confined by themſelves. About three 
hundred Europeans moſtly taken near Tacoallum, were 
all ſhut up in one priſon, conſiſting of a very ſpacious 
ſquare, with a ſhade or verandah along the wall, not 
unlike a Seray, or what is more commonly termed a 
Caravanſary. Numbers were, at the time of my 
arrival, afflicted with epidemical diſtempers, but neither 
care nor aſſiſtance were beſtowed on them; a kind 
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of dropſical ſwelling, in particular, killed many. The 
ſmall pox, ſo fatal in the Eaſt, eſpecially to grown peo- 
ple who catch it-in the natural way, had found entrance 
into the priſon, and ſwept away almoſt all the priſoners - 
who had not had the diſorder. I aſcribe the preſerva- 
tion of my life to a ſingular contrivance—having made 
a ſmall ball of wax as hard as I could, I applied 
it to my leg and tied one of my coat buttons ſo tight 
cover it, that the ball forced a hole through the ſkin into 
the leg, in which fituation J ſuffered it to remain for 
ſeveral months, preſerving a kind of conſtant iſſue. 

Shortly after my arrival amongſt the prifoners, I was 
accoſted by Serjeant Dempſter, who had deſerted as 
mentioned, at the Mount, but was now confined in the 
common priſon. He queſtioned me concerning wy 
coming to Seringapatam, but on diſcovering my averſion. 
to his diſcourſe, and that I had been taken priſoner, he 
put an end to the converſation by prefenting me with 
ſome Hoppers,* and ſeemed ſomewhat:aſhamed at meet- 
ing a perſon that had belonged to the ſame corps with 
himſelf. After this time, I had little intercourſe with 
him, notwithſtanding we continued for ſeveral months. 
in the ſame priſon. He was univerſally deteſted by 
the priſoners, being a deſerter as well as ſuſpected of 
ſometimes betraying his countrymen to the tyranny of 
the power which held them in captivity. He pro- 
teſted .he had no intention of deſerting to Hyder, 
and that he had only intended to get off to ſome ſhip, 
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but was picked up in the attempt. He received good 
treatment and ſome marks of attention at firſt, but 
irregularity and miſcondutt had forced Hyder to de- 
grade him almoſt immediately; he ſtill received ſeverat 
indulgences, and was well diſpoſed to being uſeful to the 
tyrant, though his behaviour was too inconſiſtent to 
entitle him to confidence, and defeated any views he 
might have of raiſing his fortune in the ſervice of 
a native power. He formerly held a commiſſion in 
his Majeſty's ſervice. | 
J remained nine months in this priſon, conſtantly 
loaded with irons, and allowed only one ſeer of rice 
and a pice per day, during which time, as the wiſh of 
delivering ourſelves from fſo intolerable a captivity 
chiefly occupied our thoughts, Lieut. Brumton, Mr. 
MacNeal, three others, and myſelf, formed a plan for 
eſcaping. We had already prepared rice-cakes as 
proviſions for the journey, and procured ropes for 
ſcaling the wall, when the very evening preceding our 
propoſed departure, a very heavy ſhower of rain fell 
and waſhed away that identical part of the priſon wall 
which had been fixed upon for the eſcalade. A ſtrong 
guard was in conſequence, immediately planted on the 
ſpot. The rain not only diſconcerted our plan, but it 
alſo diſcovered what a perilous taſk we had engaged in; 
for when the wall was down, I perceived ſufficient un- 
known obſtacles to convince me how little probability 
there was of having ſucceeded. The ſcheme was accor- 
dingly laid afide—for afruſtrated attempt to eſcape would 
only have augmented the rigour of our confinement. 
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In the month of September 1781, about fix months 
after my impriſonment, the Nyar, a Bramin, and the 
Commander of our guards, entered the priſon early 
in the morning, and ſelected Serjeant Dempſter with 
fifteen more of the priſoners, among whom were two 
young boys, Drummers of the 73d Regiment; ſtruck 
off their irons, and without deigning to utter a word, 
carried them away, for the purpoſe, as 1 ſoon after 
underſtood, of circumciſing them. They reſiſted a 
long while, and bore very cruel treatment before they 
ſubmitted to this operation, nor did they ſubmit at 


laſt, until they were ſtupified with majum,* which they 
| had been forced to ſwallow. 5 


This incident ſpread general terror amongſt the reſt 


of the priſoners, every one apprehending that he might 


be the next victim devoted to Mahometiſm ; nor 
were our fears groundleſs, for early in January 1782, 
the ſame perſons re- entered our priſon, accompanied 
by Serjeant Dempſter, and made a ſecond ſelection of 


fourteen, in which number I had the misfortune to be 


included. As Dempſter was ſuſpected of a ſhare in 
this horrid buſineſs, at leaſt ſo far as pointing out the 
objetts on whom the choice ought to fall, every one 
of us was highly exaſperated againſt him, and it was 
fortunate for him that he was protected by the guards. 
The treatment the firſt victims had undergone ſerved in 
fome degree to apprize us of the inutility of reſiſtencee. 
With horror and indignation we ſwallowed the narcotic 
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potion, and ſuch as the dole had no effect upon, were 
forcibly ſeized and pinioned by ſtout Coffres, whilſt the 
operation was performed, having previouſly ſhaved us 
in the cuſtomary manner, a ceremony which they con- 
tinued to obſerve for three years. After the operation, 
our right ears were perforated, and ſmall filver rings 
with round knobs, fixed in them, this being a mark of 
ſlavery amonglt the Mahometans. As ſoon as we had 
recovered from this diabolical ceremony, we were tranſ- 
ferred to what is termed the Tyrant's CHaylab Batta- 
lions (that is ſlaves); theſe are compoſed of ſuch of 
his own ſubjetts, as have been condemned to perpetual 
MTlavery, and ſuch unfortunate captives as he takes in 
war. The preſent conſiſted chiefly of Boys ſur- 
prized in the Carnatic, whom he accuſtomed to mi- 
litary exerciſe, with large ſticks, cut in the ſhape 
of muſkets. The taſk impoſed upon us, (ſuch as 
refuſed being cruelly flogged,) was to inſtruct theſe 
Chaylahs in the manual exerciſe. Our ſituation con- 
ſequently became much worle than before. We were 
obliged to perform an office, which, however ſmall 
the benefit we took care the praclitioners ſhould de- 
rive from it, could not fail of cauſing the deepeſt af- 
fliction when we refleQed it was the deteſted enemies 
of our country whom we were compelled to inſtruct in 
that very art which ſhould prove deſtructive to our 
countrymen. , 
After they had made, what they termed Muſſelman, 
of us, we neglected no opportunity of evincing our 
W e for their religion and the cruel force they 
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had employed againſt us, by catching dogs, and Ban- 
dicoots, (a ſpecies of large rats,) and curcumciſing them 


before their faces. This operation never failed to ex- 


aſperate them, particularly as the dog is held a very 
impure animal, and it cannot be doubted but we very 
often owed ſome additional ill uſage, to theſe inſults 
on one of their moſt ſacred rites— ſuch behaviour 
would have been unpardonable, had not the compel- 
ling us to undergo an abhorred operation, been 
ſo. baſe and barbarous an act of oppreſſion, that it 
was impoſſible to reflect on it with temper, and at leaſt 
juſtified what might not be abſolutely prudent and ſafe. 
In the month of March this year, one of the lately 
diſciplined Chaylah Battalions which Hyder had or- 
dered to join a body of troops deſtined for particular 
ſervice, encamped at Periapatam, a rock about twenty 
coſs to the South-weſt of Seringapatam, and viſible 
from the fort. This battalion was accompanied by 
twelve of the circumciſed Europeans, acting as Officers 
over Slaves, and probably intended by way of experi- 
ment; Hyder imagining, I fancy, that a tacit compliance 
with his ſervice mightbe exacted from theſe unfortunate 
men, altho' their ſentiments and feelings would not allow 
them openly and avowedly to acquieſce in it. They 
had been however, but a very ſhort time detached, be- 
fore four of the Europeans found means to make their 
eſcape, by eluding the Sentries at night, and immedi- 
ately entering the Mar Jungles, which lie to the South- 
ward of Seringapatam, and from whence after encoun- | 
tering innumerable dangers and ſuffering incredible 
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pardlh ps, they arrived ſafe at Bedanore, commanded by 
General Mathews, who ſent them to Mangalore, from 
whence as I afterwards underſtood, they were removed 
to Fort St. George, at the time General Mathews was 
taken; one of theſe poor fellows was ſo much wea- 
kened and overcome with fatigue and hunger, that 
when they were near Bedanore his legs failed him, 
nor had the others Strength enough to aſſiſt him; hav- 
ving a good conſtitution, he lived till a dooly from the 
garriſon came to fetch him into the fort. This eſcape, 
bowever, proved very fatal to the remaining eight, for 
no ſooner was the flight of their friends diſcovered, 
before they were marked as victims of revenge. They 
were accordingly brought out in front of that battalion. 
to- which a few hours before they had acted as offi- 
cers, with their hands tied behind, and received three 
| laſhes with a bunch of Tamarind-twigs from each of the 
| Cheylas, which, from the number compoling the batta- 
lion, amounted to fifteen hundred laſhes. Thus were 
innocent men puniſhed to aſſuage the cruel reſentment 
of diſappointed villains, incenſed becauſe four Europe- 
ans had eluded their vigilance, and becauſe they diſco. 
vered that no aſſiſtance was to be derived from the 
Engliſh captives nor any truſt to be placed in men that 
poſſeſſed a right to liberate themſelves by every op- 
portunity that offered: after ſuffering this ſevere fla» 
gellation, their hands were ſecured in a log of wood, 


Vith holes in it, ſomething like ſtocks, and in that ſi- 


Abou they were ſent to Munclamore, a very high and 
3 37Þ5 a de 


C3 ) 

detached rock, with ſeveral forts on it, about thirty 
coſs from Seringapatam, in the Chittledroog country. 
Here one of the unfortunate Sufferers, a Dutchman by - 
birth, expired of the inhuman flogging without having 
his hands enlarged before his death. After fix months 
confinement in Munclamore, on one feer of “ Raggy 
per day, they were ſent back to Seringapatam, and a 
ſtrict order accompanied them from Hyder, to ſuffer 
none of the priſoners on any account whatever, to be 
truſted with detachments in future, but to guard them 
cloſely and confine them to the exerciſe of the Cheylas, 
in Garriſon. 

Whilſt the above priſoners ſuffered for the ape of 
four of their friends, the whole of the Officers and Men 
of Colonel Braithwait's detachment in the Tanjore 
country, arrived in captivity, and ſpread a gloom of deſ- 
pondence through the ſeveral priſons. Every freſh 
victory gained by the tyrant naturally ſhifted the proſ- 
peR of delivery to a greater diſtance, augmented the 
number of miſerable objects on which his daily cruelty 
was wreaked, and rendered him more inſenſible in pro- 
portion as he imagined himſelf riſing in power. This de- 
tachment ſurrendered on the eighteenth of the preced- 
ing February, and conſiſted of about Two thouſand ef- 
fective men. In addition to our miſery, we learnt 
from theſe unfortunate Priſoners, that our army re- 
mained in a ſtate of inactivy at the Mount. $ 

The number of Cheylas that were confined in the 
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Fort together, without ſufficient room abſolutely to 
breathe in, totally diſregarded and ſurrounded by filth 
that was never removed, created at laſt epidemical diſ- 
eaſes, which were fatal to great numbers. The unfor- 
tunate Europeans had in this caſe, no better chance than 
the wretches with whom they were intermixed in one 
common priſon. It was not until the Contagion had 
raged a conſiderable time with unabated fury, and ef- 
fected great deſtruftion, that they removed us to ano- 
ther priſon on the Iſland, where we had a little more 
room to move in, and enjoyed a purer air than the in- 
fected and putrid vapours which we were before ſubject 
to. As a further help towards preventing infection, grea- 
ter care was taken to clean the new priſon, which: 
conſiſted of a ſpacious ſquare, ſituated between the Fort 
and the new Village, to the Southward of the former, 
called Gunjam Pet. The temporary comfort which this 
ſalutary chan ge afforded, was of ſhort duration, for ſcarce- 
ly had our drooping ſpirits recovered from the terror 
of certain death, which ſtared us in the face, and our 
hopes in ſome degree revived from the diminution 
of reſtraint, before a fatal and injurious miſrepreſenta- 
tion of our conduct plunged us into new troubles. It 
was related, heaven knows from what cauſe, unleſs eve- 
ry outward appearance of tolerable ſpirits diſpleaſed 
our perſecutors, that indulgence had rendered us lazy, 
and that we neglected the inſtruction and exerciſe of the 
 Cheylas. It availed nothing that there was no found- 
ation for ſuch report, no attention was paid to our re- 
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monſtrances; the Killadar ſent forus into the Fort, ok 
dered the fetters from which we had been exempted 
ſince the initiation into Mahometiſm, to be repla- 


ced, and the guards to drive us back with huge ſticks, 


to our former priſon on the Iſland, which being dif- 
tant near a mile, ſubjected us to a pretty found 
drubbing before we reached it, though we made eve- 
ry expedition. After this, we were obliged to ex- 
erciſe the Cheylas in heavy irons quring a whole 
month. 

Lieutenants Speediman and Rutledge were brought 
to priſon this year, in the month of July. The fate 
of theſe gentlemen was uncommonly hard, and the treat- 
ment they met with from the cruel conqueror, ſtrange» 
ly barbarous, and wantonly different from the other 
officers. The particulars relative to their capture, &c- 
as related in a letter from themſelves to their brother 
officers, are as follows. Having been left wounded at 
Vellore, in the beginning of the year, they remained 
in that garriſon until the month of June, when an eſ- 
cort of one company of ſepoys, three three-pounders, 
and a number of Polygars arrived with ſupplies for the 
Fort. Stimulated by true military ardor, they had deter- 
mined, being pretty well recovered of their wounds, to 
ſeize this opportunity of rejoining the army, to ſhare. 
in the active ſervice of the campaign. But on the ſe- 
cond day's. march from Vellore, Tippoo with his ar- 
my came down upon them. It was not until moſt of: 


the me $ ſepoys were wounded, their ammunition 


nearly 
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nearly expended, and the Poly gars had deſerted them, 
that this ſmall detachment ſurrendered to Tippoo's 
whole force, by hoiſting a white handkerchief for 
quarter, which was granted—They received tolerable 
good uſage in Tippoo's camp, but met with quite the 
reverſe from Hyder himſelf, who detained them five 
days, then mixed them with a parcel of Carnatic boys 
and diſpatched them to Seringapatam. On their ar- 
rival there, they were conſiderably ſurprized not to 
be confined in the priſon with the other officers, but 
were almoſt rendered ſpeechleſs, when the horrid de- 
ſign of circumciſing them became evident. They were 
marched to the Village of Gunjam Pet, and ſecured in 
a large ſquare building, where they found nine Euro- 
peans that had already undergone this abominable 
operation, Parties from the guard, came now every 
hour of the day to them, ſometimes with promiſes, at 
others with drawn ſwords, chawbucks, and ropes ready 
to tie them, and the Barber in the rear with ſhaving im- 
plements, to exaQ their conſent to the mutilation» 
Finding this method ineffeQtual after trying it for ſeve“ 
ral days, they hoped by ſeparating the two Gentlemen 
to force a compliance. This proving equally ineffi- 
cacious, the Jemmadar ſeemed to take compaſſion on 
them, and promiſed to write to Hyder in their behalf; 
but when they began to imagine the monſtrous pur- 
poſe had been laid aſide, at leaſt till Hyder's anſwer 
could be received, they were ſurpriſed on the 27th of 
Auguſt by a dozen ſtout fellows with chawbucks 
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and as many coffres with ropes, &c. making their ap⸗ 
pearance, who ſeized them vithout ceremony, tied 
them, cut off their hair, and then walked away. On 
the firſt of September following, the ſame villains re- 
turned, ſeized and tied them, as before, then compel- 
led them to ſwallow a doſe of majum which diveſted 
them of ſenſation whilſt they were circumciſed. 

Some time after the arrival of theſe gentlemen, 
ſeven of thoſe that had already been circumciſed, 
amongſt which number I was included, were car- 
ried again into the fort to diſcipline fome hundreds of 
Carnatic boys, lately torn away from their native 
foil. I had not been many days in the fort before 
fifty ſeamen arrived from Bangalore, being a part of 
thoſe given up'to Hyder by Admiral Suffrien at Cud- 
delore in June. Theſe were all choſen young men, 
picked out from about three hundred that the Admiral 
gave up; and diſtined for Hyder's army. Meſſrs. 
Wilſon, Edimon, Auſtine, White way, Drake, Card- 
man and Leſage, Midſhipmen, were of the number. 
The youngeſt and handſomeſt of theſe untortunate men 
underwent a ſecond ſelection at Seringapatam, and 
were lodged in the palace, as part of the ty rant's 
houſehold, where they received tolerable good treat- 
ment, were inſtrutted in the languages of the Eaſt, 
and taught different arts and exerciſes according to 
the ſtations they were intended to fill about his perſon, 
and whenever their tutor went abroad, they attended _ 
alin, Some of theſe, after the peace, were intended for. 
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dancing boys, and ſent among the Notch people to be 
inſtructed in the manceuvres belonging to that art.— 
Mr. Cadman 'was one of thoſe on whom the latter 
choice had fallen, but on account of what they 
thought refrattory behaviour, he was returned to the 
Chaylas, and was of the party who made their eſcape 
with me and has ſince, I am very happy to hear, 
got ſafe to Madras. Meſſrs. Wilſon, Ediman, Auſtin, 
and Whiteway, loſt their lives inthe tyrant's dominions 
ſome years ago. Theſe unfortunate and baſely ſacri- 
ficed ſeamen, had all been circumciſed, and were 
conſidered the unqueſtionable property of Hyder, 
which no treaty ſhould induce him to give up, hav- 
ing received them from an ally and friend, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it would be to anſwer for them, ſhould they ever 
become the ſubje& of an inquiry. It was the opi- 
nion of the wretched ſufferers that Suffrein had fold 
them to the tyrant"; they all declared that the Ad- 
miral had offered them each a hat full of dollars, 
if they would do duty on board of the French fleet, 
it being reduced to great ſhifts for wait of hands, 
and they uniformly ſeemed to think that their firm 
refuſal provoked the Admiral to give them up to 
Hyder. Nay! that he had threatened them with 
doing ſo in caſe of non-compliance. Thirty of them 
| were fortunate enough to eſcape from Arnee imme- 
diately after the ſurrender, without even being miſſed, 
'and many more, no doubt, would have got off the 
fame way, as they had found means when they were 

muſtered, 


(244) 
muſtered, to deceive by counting twice for thoſe mif. | 
fing in the evening; a trick that could not eaſily be 
diſcovered as long as their faces were not perfectly 
known; but ſome that were retaken by Hyder's people; _ 

rouſed the ſuſpicion of the guards. Two, however, 
contrived to get away after this, but the one fillily 
returned the next day, having miſled his road, and 
brought the account of his companion's death, who 
was drowned in attempting to paſs a river. 

1 ſhall not here add any animadverſions on the 
conduct of Admiral Suffrein, in relinquiſhing theſe 
men to a barbarian. The world has formed its un- 
biaſed opinion of the matter, which is not to be deſ- 
troyed by the attempt of transferring the guilt to the 
Government of Madras, as has appeared in a letter 
from the Admiral to Mr. Haſtings. It is well known 
not to be the practice of civilized warfare, either to 
murder or ſell our priſoners when we are incapable of 
maintaining or ſecuring them ; but in ſuch caſes to 
ſuffer them to depart on their paroles. The regiſters 
of modern wars abound with inſtances of ſuch conduct, 
which if neither cuſtom or prudence diftated, the 
Jaws of humality, at leaſt, ought to preſcribe. . i 

Three days after the arrival of theſe Europeans, Eight 
hundred more Carnatic Inhabitants were brought, 
into Captivity. : : ; 
In the month of November this year, "EY 1782, 
the univerſally eſteemed and beloved Colonel Baillie fell 
victim to long illneſs, and fatigues of mind as welt. 


. 1 
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* 
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as body, and died in the priſon of Seringapatam. 1 


think I ſaw his funeral, without however knowing, at 
the time, that it was the Colonel's. It was the pre- 
valent report among the priſoners, that he fell by poi- 
fon, but from what 1 have been able to colle& then, 
as well as ſince, I have no right to believe that his 

_ demiſe was actually brought on by mortal drugs, tho” 
the inhuman conqueror certainly was acceſſary to it, by 
expreſsly withholding medical aid from him during his 
painful diſeaſe, notwithſtanding repeated applications 
for that purpoſe, and treating him from the commence- 
ment of his captivity with exceſſive ſeverity. It can- 
not therefore be doubted, that he rejoiced in the de- 
ceaſe of ſo able and diſtinguiſhed an officer, and that 
he, perhaps, ſecretly hoped his villainous artifice 
would anſwer the fame purpoſe as open violence, tho' 
nothing but ſurmiſes can be offered for the conduct that 
would have been purſued had this ſcheme miſcerried, 
particularly as Colonel Braithewaite was ſuffered to 


eſcape. ILippoo's behaviour to General Mathews is by 
no means a true criterion to judge from, as the whole. 


of that affair is involved in obſcure circumſtances and 
facts hitherto very partialy developed. 

Towards the end of the year, the tidings of Hyder's 
demiſe reached Seringapatam. This happened but avery 
few days after the death of the unfortunate Colonel, ſo that 


if he died by his order, the barbarian did not himſelf ſurvive 


the baſe murder. The end of this turbulent and ambi- 
tious ty rant, gave birth to various ſpeculations, and ex- 


E pectations, 


peQtations, but was canal ab none of thoſe commo-· 
tions commonly produced by the demiſe of an Eaſtern 
monarch. His ſon, Tippoo Saheb, ſince called Tippoo 
Sultan, took undiſturbed poſſeſſion of all his father's terri- 
tories, and the command of vaſt Armies, at a time, when 
many diſaffected individuals filled both the Camp and 
City. This muſt be eſteemed no contemptible proof of 
his abilities as a politician as well as a ſoldier; ſuch 
authority, at lealt, did his knowftcharatter carry with it, | 
that no open attempts were made to oppoſe his accel- 
fion, or divide and circumſcribe his power. Tippoo 


was with his. Army, ata conſiderable diſtance from 


Hyder when he died, but no ſooner did the information 
reach him, but he haſted to his father's camp, and 
made ſuch diſpoſitions and arrangements as he judged 


- prudent and neceſſary, without relaxing in any degree, 
the vigour with which he carried on the war againſt 


the Engliſh. | 

The cuſtomary mournings were obſerved at Sexin« 
gapatam, but the people ſeemed not to regret the loſs 
of their ruler. His remains were not brought to the ca- 
pital till three months after his death, and interred in a 
the part of the iſland, which is called the Lollbaug garden. 
The uſual obſequies of eaſtern monarchs, were pro- 
fuſely beſtowed on this occaſion, and conſiſted chiefly 
in charities to the indigent, and Em erections 


to the deceaſed. 


One of Tippoo's firſt ſteps towards ſecuring and 
frepghening his government, was to place a new 


Killadar | 


* Y 


( ) 


1 He brought with him A 


battalion of ſepoys to enforce his authority, and to re- 


move any impediments which he might encounter in poſ- 
ſeſſing himſclf of his office. The Europeans had 


every cauſe imaginable to be afflicted at this change, 


for the new Killadar, Syud Mahomed Khan, turned out 


the greateſt ſcourge we had yet met with, negleQing no 


opportunity to ſatiate the bent of his inclination, which 
delighted in cruelty. The old Killadar, (by name Sid- 
deboy) who often back ſhewn us merey when it reſted 
with him and he could do it with ſafety, for it is dange- 
rous to be compaſhonate and poſſeſſed of feelings in the 
ſervice of a tyrant, was ſhortly after impriſoned in Irons, 


to render him incapable of being dangerous: as his 
brother Hyder Saheb had betrayed Bedanore and 
gone over to General Mathews, ſhortly after Hyder's 

death. This man, tho' of known fidelity and attach- 

ment to Hyder's Government, turned traitor I have 


and The ti ſo for a conſiderable time, probably 


been informed in his own defence, the inſtant he ex- 
pired, and took refuge with us to provide for his own 


ſafety, dreading the reſentment of the new ruler, who 
had threatened, and who he was well aſſured would 


have ſacrified him to his anger, being exaſperated on 


account of a chaſtiſement, which by order of Hyder, he 
had given Tippoo when a young boy, and for which his 

unforgiving temper baſely meditated vengeance on the 

innocent executor of the order of a father. | 


The hopes TEND had been indulged when the ek = 
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of Hyder became public, founded on the expeRation 
of a favourable change in our affairs, through the 
mildneſs of Tippoo's temper, who had hitherto born a . 
character for humanity, and on the probability of his 
being unable to proſecute the war after an event produc- 
tive in general of great revolutions in this country, va- 
niſhed quickly; and it was ſoon diſcovered that if Tip- 
poo did not ſurpaſs, he at leaſt equalled his father in 
averſion and hatred to the Europeans ; that his cha- _ 
radter had not hitherto appeared in a true light, but 
that-now when he found it no longer neceſſary to diſ- 


fimulate or conciliate the affeQions of his father's ſub- 


| jets, he threw aſide the maſk, and ſhewed bimſelf in 

his genuine colours. It was alſo found that he could 5 

and actually did carry on the war with unabated vigour. 
In the month of February, 1783, Lieutenant Frazer, 


(Colonel Baillie's Brigade Major), and Captain Rumley, 


who had both been confined with the Colonel, but 
had not any fuſpictons of his being poiſoned, as is 
evident from a letter which they wrote to the other 
officers, and a Lieutenant Sampſon, of Colonel 
Braithwaite's detachment, were ſent in a very my ſte- 
rious manner to Myſore. ul 

I allo learnt, about this time, that Lieu Spee. 
diman and Rutledge, were under very ſevere confine- 
ment in heavy irons at Gunjum Pet, in conſequence 
of an attempt to eſcape. Their ſcheme was to have 
made a hole in the priſon wall, being confined in a 
ſeparate apartment whilſt under cure for circumciſion. 


N Ro 
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Nothing but deſpair, however, could have inſpired 
the reſolution, there not being the ſmalleſt probability 
of getting away had they even ſucceeded in breaking 
the wall, which never was effeRted, as a black ſervant 
belonging to Lieutenant Rutledge, betrayed them.— 
They wers conſequently detected in the fact, and ſecu- 
cured as above mentioned, without any other ſubſiſt- 
ence than what their fellow priſoners afforded them. 
When they had been two months tortured in this diſ- 
Zraceful manner, they were ordered to drill the Chaylas. 

The deplorable loſs of Nagram, or Bedanore, was 
one of the heavy diſaſters which ſignalized the begin 
ing of this year, Early in the month of May, the 
whole of Tippoo's Capital rung with ſhouts and 
rejoicings, in conſequence of this re-capture, ſugar 
and ſweetmeats were carried about the town in baſkets, 
and diſtributed to the inhabitants under the diſcharge 
of cannon. I do not recollett the ſpirits of the pri- 
ſoners to be ſo much depreſſed at any one time during 


the whole of my captivity, as on this mournful occa- 


ſion. The loſs of Bedapore had vexed Tippoo ex- 
ceedingly, nor was he chagrined without very good 
cauſe, as his Capital had been expoſed during the 


abſence of his armies, from the rapid progreſs of Ge- 
neral Mathews, who aſſuredly would have penetrated to 
the very gates of Seringaptam, had he been informed 


of the true ſtate of affairs; where not only the Euro- 
pean priſoners, but the captive natives, and as àfter- 


' wards appeared a formidable conſpiracy, would have 


been 
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been ready to forward his enterprize, and no force 
to oppoſe him. By the capture of General Mathews, 
and his army in a moſt, inglorious manner, the tyrant 
was delivered from every future apprehenſion, and en- 
abled to exact more imperious terms ſhould a peace be 
propoſed. In ſhort the diſaſtrous conſequences of this 
loſs, to a part of which we had the mortification of be- 
igg eye witneſſes, preſented themſelves in ſuch diſhear- 


#ening colours, and dejetted us ſo much, that a long 
time elapſed before we recovered any tolerable 


degree of compoſure. To add acuteneſs to our diſ- 
trels, we were defired, or rather compelled, to par- 
take of the ſweetmeats prepared for the rejoicings, 
and our poſitive refuſal was conſtrued into a ſtubborneſs 


which deſerved correction; accordingly, our evil 
ſpirit, the baſe and dark minded Killadar determi- 


ned to make us feel the effects of his diſpleaſure. He 
ordered us for the future into the ranks with the 
Chaylas (hitherto having only. ſuperintended them) 
prohibited every ſpecies of intercourſe and com- 
munication with each other, even that of converſing 
together in public, and conſigned us to the charge of 
ſentries, who confined us in a ſquare building the whole 
day without any food. Terrified at this extraordinary, 
unprovoked, and ſudden change of treatment; and 
very ſenſible that paſſive ſubmiſſion only would ſerve 
to render our enemies more oppreſſive and inexorable, 
we reſolved towards the evening to be informed of 


our deſtiny. Having foreed the ſentries placed over us, 


We 
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we proceeded in a body to the Killadar's quarters, and 
remonſtrated in the moſt ſubmiſſive terms againſt the 
cruelty of ſtarving and tormenting us without any 
real cauſe. He took not the ſmalleſt notice however, 
of our complaint, but ordered a party. of ſepoys to 
furround us, and tie us with ropes, after which he 
ordered one by one to be ſcourged in his preſence, until 
his ſavage diſpoſition was glutted with the groans ex- 


torted from us. Enſign Clark who had ftood ouf 


ſpeaker on this occaſion, being well verſed in the 
Hindoſtany or More language, was firſt on the lift 
and moſt inhumanly flogged, a few only eſcaped 
by the unmerciful barbarian's growing tired of the 
ſport. We were kept the whole of this night and 
the ſucceeding day, in the open air, bound and expoſed 
to the burning ſun. On the ſecond evening ſome victuals 
were diſtributed amongſt us, when we were diſperſed 
in different places amongſt the ſlaves, and treated with 
uncommon rigour for a long time afterwards. 

A ſingular ſpecies of cruelty, that had no other ob- 
Jett in view, than wanton malice, and the barbarous 
delight our villains conſtantly took in tormenting 
and inſulting the Engliſh priſoners, occurred about 
this time. Four European women with their huſbands 
belonging to the Bedanore garriſon, were brought to 
Seringapatam, where they were torn from the men 
whom the villains ſent to Chittledroog, and afterwards 
alloted them to four of the black flaves. Two be- 
came the property of the natives of Myſore, and the 
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other two became the property of a couple of abomi- 
nable abyſſinians with whom they were compelled to 
live. I faw theſe women mylelf, they were good look- 
ing perſons, but pity was all the aſſiſtance ! was able 
to afford them. It would, indeed, ſwell too large a re- 
giſter of horrors, to enumerate every particular in- 
ſtance in which theſe unfeeling men treated us with 
inhumanity. | 

A conſpiracy againſt the uſurper was diſcovered in 
the month of Augult this year, and muſt have alarmed 
him conſiderably, as it evidently teſtified the diſpoſi- 
tions of ſome, if not of all his ſubje&ts. The project 
was planned, I underſtood, with much precaution and 
judgement, and it was intended that the European pri- 
ſoners ſhould be admitted to a ſhare in the enterprize, 
which had nothing leſs in view than to reſtore the reins 
of Government to the ancient race of Myſore, and 
emancipate the preſent king from the ſhackles of the 
regency. One of the conſpirators betrayed the plot, 
on the very eve of its burſting forth, by which he 
ſaved himſelf, and brought his affociates to the moſt 
excruciating tortures and the moſt dreadful” ends, . 
ſuch as being dragged to death at the heels of ele- 
phants, &c. It is to be regretted that this ſcheme miſ- 
carried, as much effuſion of blood, and many lament- 
able cataſtrophes, as well then as in the preſent war, 
would by that means have been averted, and our South- 
ern poſſeſſions been delivered from an invetrate and 
- faithleſs neighbour. It was a matter of much aſtoniſh= 
* ment, 


( 88 ) 
ment, that the priſoners all eſcaped ſuſpicion on this 
occaſion, though it mult certainly have been their pre- 7 
ſence which encouraged the project, nor is it to be 
credited that none of them were in the ſecret. 

The peace, which actually took place, began to be 
rumoured towards the end of this year, -but we had 
heard ſuch frequent and various reports of this nature, 
all of which had proved to be groundleſs conjedture 
or ſimple inventions, that the comforts which thele re- 
ports had yielded us at firſt, had worn away, and we 
liſtened to the news of peace with the ſame diſ- 


truſt that we uſed to attend to the violated promiſes ._ 
which from time to time were made us by our tor- 
mentors. 


The month of September this year, ( 1783,) was 
diſtinguiſhed by the inhuman murder of General Ma- 
thews, who was moſt certainly poiſoned in a very bar- 
barous manner, being ſtarved until he had conſented 
to eat of the food which he had diſcovered contained. 
poiſon. He refuſed for ſeveral days to taſte any nou- 
riſhment, but hunger ſurmounted at laſt, the defire 

of protraQting a miſerable exiſtence, and he ſwallowed 
a plentiful portion of the victuals prepared for him. 
A few hours after, he expired in violent convulſions. 
I am the better able to aſſert this fact, having ſince 
converſed with'the General's two European ſervants, 
who after being kept in long ſuſpence, were ſuffered to 
live, and confirmed the fact. Much was ſaid amongſt 

the priſoners, and * no doubt, has gone abroad 
=; inta 
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into the world concerning the whole of Tippoo's be» 
haviour to the unfortunate General, which commen- 
ced with a baſe breach of faith, and cloſed with a 
barbarous murder. His baſe and cruel conduct, has 
no doubt been expoſed in all the colours which can 
render guilt odious, but I do not find that it has ever 
been impartially ſuggeſted by our countrymen, how 
much it was ſurmiſed that Tippoo, barbarian and tyrant 
as he is, nevertheleſs did not make himſelf guilty in the 
firſt violation of the Bedanore capitulation. 

In the month of December following, all the cir- 
cumciſed Europeans in Seringapatam were removed 
to Myſore the ancient capital of the kingdom, but at that 
time an inſignificant little fort about ſeven miles to 
the ſouthward of Seringaptam, which Tippoo has ſince 
demoliſhed, and ereQted a new and ſtronger one a lit- 
tle to the eaſtward of the former, called Sultan-Killah. 
On our arrival here, we were cloſely confined in the 
very ſame room where Captain Rumley, and Lieutenants 
Frazer and Sampſon, whoſe deaths had already been 
whiſpered about the city, were murdered 8 be- 
fore by order of Tippoo. 

When we diſcovered ourſelves to be not only. 
in the ſame danger, but guarded by the very ſame 
aſſaſſinators who had imbrued their hands in the blood 
of theſe gentlemen, we could no longer ſuppreſs our 
terrors. It now recurred to us what had often been aſ- 
ſerted, that Tippoo never would fuffer any Britiſh cap- 
tives to return, being determined to put all ſuch to death 


8 ) 
as ſhould ſurvive his cruel treatment. The murder of 
General Mathews's Officers, which had been circula- 
ted at Seringapatam, and was credited by all of us, 
contributed to confirm this ſuſpicion, In ſhort, it ap- 
peared evident to us that our extirpation was reſolv- 
ed upon, for which we unanimouſly determined to an- 
nihilate as many of Tippoo's hired aſſaſſins as we could» 
until ſuperior numbers ſhould cruſh us—At this time, 
however, our alarms proved groundleſs, and Tippoo's 
real view in ſending us hither, ſeemed to be nothing 
elſe than to keep us out of the way whilſt the peace 
was in agitation, that we might have no opportunity of 
making our ſituations known, ard conſequently be in- 
cluded in the number of thoſe who at laſt eſcaped his 
clutches. It is impoſſible, however, to determine what 
would have been our fate, had our relcale been inſiſted 
on with ſufficient earneſtneſs to provoke his anger, 
The commander of our guard had a ſlave from 
whom we learnt the following particulars concerning 
the deteſtable murder of the above mentioned gentle- 
men. Capt. Rumley when he found that he ſhould be 
| conſtrained to ſwallow poiſon, put an end to his own ex- 
iſtence rather than ſubmit; and Lieut. Sampſon having 


| ſnatched up a large piece of wood that chanced to be 
within his reach, layed ſo furiouſly and reſolutely about 


bim with it, that the cowardly murderers afraid of 
approaching, threw a ſtone at him from ſome diſtance, 


which met his head with a mortal blow. Lieutenant 


F 2 : Frazer 
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Frazer alone was ſecured, and had poiſon forced 
down his throat, of which he ſoon aſter died. 

After four months confinement at My lore, we were 
marched back to Seringapatam. Tippoo had then re- 
turned to his capital, and peace with the Engliſh was 
concluded. Our numbers at this time amounted to eigh- 
ty, being ſurvivers of ſuch as from time to time had been 
dragged out of the Seringapatain priſons and circum- 
ciſed. The ſeamen, except thoſe ſeleaed for the 
palace, are included in this liſt, I have fince 
learnt that every priſon throughout the Tyrant's do- 
minions, had in like manner been drained of the ill 
fated Engiithmen that were detained in captivity. 

It is difficult for thoſe who never experienced ſimilar 
calamities, to form any adequate or juſt conception 
of our deſpondence in finding curſelves when peace 
was reſtored, ſor ever ſecluded from our country and 
friends. The hopes of one day rejoining them 
where we might relate our adverſities in ſafety, and 
enjoy the pleaſing reflections of having ſurmounted 
ſufferings incurred in the cauſe and ſervice of our coun- 
try, had hitherto ſupported us againſt every misfortune. 
A general reſtoration of priſoners had been the baſis 
olf the peace, but our rulers found themſelves reduced 
to connive at t'e ſevereſt infringement of this article. 
We were now poſted to the different Chaylas bat- 
Yalions in the capacity of Havildars, and received 
feven Rupees per month. Lieutenants Speediman and 
Rutledge were appointed Subadars, Lieut, Brunton 
4% | RR: that 


Lo 


that came- up to Seringapatam at the ſame time with 
myſelf and Enſign Cordon, a gentleman who had been 
a long time confined at Chittledroog, were liberated. 
When I was moved to My ſore, two Europeans, 
the one named O- Bryan from the ſame company of 
Bengal Artillery to which I had belonged, the other a 
Serjeant of the Madras Eſtabliſhment taken in the 
Pollams where Colonel Owen commanded, were com- 
pelled to perform the Office of common Coolies and 
to carry dirt in. the ſtreets of Seringapatam, becauſe 
thev had attempted to eſcape ſhortly after they were 
captured, and at that time killed or weunded one or 
two of the guards that ſurprized them. On my re- 
turn, theſe two men gifted no more, they had been 
aſſaſſinated by the Sultan's order together with. a 
native girl and two children belonging tothe Serjeant. 
Our confinement was ſtill continued with its former 
rigour, and circumſpeion., We were ſcarcely al- 


lowed at firſt, to look out of our priſon, and for near 
three years ſucceeding the peace, our ſlavery ſuffered 


little or no relaxation. We were not in general al- 
lowed to ſtir, even on the moſt preſſing occaſions, 
without a ſentry to accompany us, nor ſhould we at 
any time during that period, have been permitted to 
walk about freely, if the officers who were intruſted 
with the charge of us, and reſponſible for our appear» 
ance, had not at times indulged us with ſome liberty; 
truſting, 1 ſuppoſe, to the n of our geting 
away. 
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Our firſt excurſion aſter being re-poſted in the man» 
ner already mentioned to the Chay/as Battalions 
was to a ſmall fort called Chindrapattah, on the Be- 
denare road about twenty miles weſtward of Serin- 
gapatam, where we remained inactive during fix 
months, and were then remanded to Seringapatam.— 
During our ſtay at Chindrapattab, Enſign Clark, who 
held no higber ſtation than one of us, expired in 
conſequence of a violent beating from one of the Sub- 
badars whoſe cruelty he had provoked by ſome retort- 
ing language. Mr. Clark's body turned entirely black 
before he died, but no enquiry was inſtituted in conſe- 
quence, our lives not being of ſufficient importance to 
cauſe an inveſtigation. Mr. Ediman, the Midſhipman, 
likewiſe quitted his miſerable exiſtence at this place, of a 
natural death indeed, but very prematurely brought 
ON. 8 — | a | 

When we returned to Seringapatam, we were tranſ- 
ferred from the Chaylas, to the Malabar Roman Catho- 
lic Chriſtians, conſiſting originally of about Forty 
Thouſand unfortunate wretches, men, women, and chil- 
dren, forced away from the Bedanore and Mangalore 
countries in 1784, and compelled to embrace Maho- 
metiſm, not however without exhibiting ſeveral mar- 
tyrs in ſupport of a doQrine with which they had no 
further acquaintance, than what conſiſted in counting a 


roy of Beads, and performing genuflexions before a cru- 


cid image. The corps or battalion of theſe wretch- 
es to which I had been poſted, was ſoon after ſent to 
5 My ſore, 
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Myſore, where it remained five months, and then retul 
ned. Theſe marches had nothing in view but to keep the 
unfortunate enſlaved ſoldiers (a name which they 
however did not deſerve) in employ, and to break any 
combinations which might have been formed. 

The Engliſh peace concluded in 1784, no ſooner 
left Tippoo at liberty, before his turbulent ſpirit 
preſented as a convenient object for his rapacious 
ambition, the territories of Mouberjung, lying about 
twenty days journey to the northward of Seringapa- 
tam, and tributary to the Nizam. Tippoo according- 
ly marched (the defire of conqueſt being a ſufficient 
reaſon with him for making war) with an army com- 
puted to be one hundred thouſand ftrong, againſt 
| Mouberjung's capital, called after the country, Hy- 
dona, to which he laid ſeige after having ſubjefied 
the frontiers, through which he {pred terror and de- 
vaſtation. The Nizam ſent a body of Cavalry to the 
aſſiſtance of Mouberjung, which induced Tippoo to 
| abandon the ſeige, but he had already it ſeems impreſ. 
ed the latter with fears too lively to be erazed. The 
Coaſt was therefore no ſooner clear, before Mouberjung 
decamped to Hydrabad with his family and jewels, 
which had already ſo narrowly eſcaped falling into the 
hands of the invader, leaving him to take undiſ- 
turbed poſſeſſion of the fort of Hydona, which he to- 
tally demoliſhed; the Pettah had been plundered and 
nearly conſumed by fire, in an aſſault prior to the 

__ grival of the wer Fre 1 colletted this in · 
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formation from the Europeans whom Tizpoo had car- 
ried along with him, four of the Malabar chriſtian 
battalions having been employed on this occaſion, to 
which thirty of the captive Europeans were attached. 

As it was di{hcult to guard men in an enemy's 
country that had both courage and cunning ſufficient 
to attempt a flight, five of the employed Europeans 
found means to elude all the circumſpection and vi- 
gilance of their obſervers, and fled to Mouberjung. 
One of General Mathews's ſervants was amongſt theſe 
deſerters. The Sultan determined immediately to 
ſend the remainder back loaded with chains and 
under a very ſtrict confinement, and purſuant to his 
conſtant practice of wreaking his vengeance on the 
whole of us, theſe men no ſooner arrived at Seringa« 
patam before we ſharcd their fate. Amongit many 
other ſevere puniſhments which we underwent on this 
occaſion, without having been admitted to a chance 
of ſharing in the tranſgreition of thole for whom we 
ſuffered, was that of reducing our late allowance to 
barely one ſeer of very bad rice daily, great part of 
which we were obliged to diſpoſe of, ſolely to pro- 
cure fire wood and ſalt for the reſt. 

Under the alarming apprehenſions which this ere- 
ated, and when we expetted nothing leſs than to be 
either maſſacred on the ſpot, or diſtributed among thoſe 
hill forts from which no unfortunate exile was ever 
known to return, our terror received additional force 
row the eſcape of two of our companions, who found _ 
A, means 
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means to paſs the ſentries in the night, and ſtole away 
notwithſtanding the vigilance of their guards. The 
greateſt difficulty it muſt be obſerved, conſiſted in 
getting out of priſon, for the inhabitants of Seringa- 
palam had for many years been ſo familiarized to the 
ſight of Europeans in the ſtreets, that little obſtrutti- 
on was to be apprehended from them, many of whom 
were our well-wiſhers. Our confinement became after 
this infinitely more ſtrict, and almoſt inſupportably op- 
preſſive. The very guards dreaded the charge of us, 
being puniſhed ſeverely for every one that eſcaped, 
and were conſequently inſtigated by fear as much as 
diſpoſition, to treat us harſhly. Ten days afterwards, 
J however, one of the fugitives being brought back to 
Seringapatam, our ſituations were made leſs irkſome. 
Both had been retaken near Tellicherry, but one off 
them availed himſelf of the opportunity when. ham; * = 
drinking water out of the river, to knock down the Tens ? _ y 
tinel that accompanied him, and then plunged into it 
and ſwam away. The unfortunate fellow that was 
brought back, paid for the natural privilege of hav- * 
ing made uſe of his legs with his noſe and ears, 
after which he was led round the fort on a Jack-Aſs | 
with his face to the tail, and was condemned to labour 
among the native ſmiths, who obliged him to blow 
the bellows for them. No account was ever received 
of the other. Two of thoſe Europeans whom Tip- 
poo employed as Armourers, alſo attempted to eſcape 
at this time by ſwimming over the Coleroon, but it 
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happened unfortunately that a guard was placed on 
the very ſpot where they gained the land, who diſco- 
vered their defign. One of theſe men had formerly 
been a Midſhipman, and died at Seringapatam in Au- 
guſt 1790. 

In this dreadful ftate of ſuſpence we remained during 
five months, when Tippoo returned from the invaſion 
of Hydona. He had poſſeſſed himſelf on that ex- 
pedition, beſides plunder, of a country extending 
about fifty or ſixty coſs beyond Copaul, and almoſt 
. as far as the Kiſtna, having independent of the greateſt 
part of Hydona, taken Durbar and other places 
from the Marhattas, all of which he held in ſub- 
jection until the preſent war broke out. It was ſaid, 
that Tippoo alledged the Nizam's refuſal of his 
Daughter, and Mouberjung of his Siſter, for his Son, 
as a pretext for the War. The propoſal had been re- 
JeRed with contempt, the young Myſorean being of 
too mean an origin to aſpire to mixing his blood with 
that which flowed in veins of ſuch high deſcent. 


Soon after the tyrant's return, we were divided into 
three parties and diſperſed. One was ſent to Beda- 
nore; another to Chittledroog, which lies to the 
northward of Seringapatam, not far from Copaul ; 
and the third, to which I belonged, remained in 
the city. Thoſe that went away were in irons. We that 
were reſerved, were at firſt poſted to a battalion of 

 Coorikies, a people lying in the woods whom Tippoo 
bag ena ved, but in conſequence of the frequent com 


8 


E 


plaints, and unfavorable repreſentations which out 


black officers made of our conduQ, we were ſubdivid- 
ed anew into four parties, one of which remained 
with the Coerikies, another was poſted to a Battalion 
of Moplas, and the other two incorporated with the 
Malabar Chriſtians. It was thought, not without ſome 
reaſon, that the fewer of us were together the - more 
tractable we ſhould be. As we had often experienced 
the vanity of expecting any other redreſs for the ill 


uſage and injuries of our commanders, than what we 
could procure ourſelves, fo whenever twelve or fifteen 


of us were together, and they grew too intolerable, 
we uſed to beat the whole battalion, guards, and all, out 
of the ſquare, and make terms with them before we 
ceaſed hoſtilities, I have frequently known theſe 
effects of mere diſpair, take place; and the officers, 
aſhamed of their own pufilanimity, would not make 


theſe little mutinies known, but they took care in 


general to be even with us, and charged us with 
ſome other offence of which we had never ar. 
thought. 

Our allowance, which ſince the peace bad been 
ſeven Rupees per month, unleſs when in diſgrace, was 
at this time reduced to fix Rupees in forty-five days, 
which is the period of Tippoo's military month, ac- 
cording to which he pays his troops. This paultry 
ſtipend was however-irregularly paid, and never at a 
ſhorter rate than fifty, frequently a longer period, which 
was a ſmall addition to the month of the Pay-maſter's 
| G 2 | contrivanice, 
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conttivance, as it reduced us to extreme diſtreſs at 
times, and the neceſſity of borrowing the money from 
him which was aQually due to us. This ſcheme was ſo 
much to his liking, that he frequently kept us in very 
long arrears on pretence of being without money, to 
oblige us to have recourſe to his aid, which he afforded 
in conſideration of a deduftion of one half in advance- 
ing what it was his duty to have paid us long before. 
I ſhall here mention a ſpecies of unkingly chicane- 
ry, by which Tippoo himſelf manages to cheat his 
troops out of great part of their pay. He keeps them 
three or four months in arrears, or until they begin to 
be very much diſtreſſed for money ; he then allows his 
Treaſurer or ſome other perſon with his money, to 
make them advances at a very exorbitant diſcount till 
pay is iſſued, which generally takes place ſoon after- 
wards and the profits of this political robbery accrues 
to himſelf. When we now refle that they are bound 
always to receive one-fourth of their pay in grain, 
which generally conſiſts of what has been damaged as 
ſtores, and which the ſepoys are obliged to throw 
away, and that the Treaſurer or Pay-jobber probably 
expetts or exatts fomething for himſelf over and above 
what goes into the Sultan's Coffers, we may naturally 
conclude that the army is neither too well paid nor 

too well fatisfied, and that little elſe but fear, want of 

unanimrty and bold leaders, not to omit the unqueſti- 


. onable vigilance and abilities of the tyrant, prevents 


m_ from LANG 1 am confident from what 
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1 have ſeen, that he will ſome time or other feel the 
ill effects of their diſcontent. | 

In conſequence of what has been ſaid, we found our- 
ſelves ſo much diſtreſſed at one time for the moſt indiſ- 


penſable neceſſaries of life, that our party ventured 
on a ſtep for the ſake of procuring temporary relief, 


which expoſed the whole to the imminent danger of a 


moſt ignominious death. It was ſuggeſted to ſome 
one of the ingenious and bold prifoners at the time 
of the Moherrum, to ſteal out of priſon in the night, 
and when riot and intoxication had lulled the pious 
Muſſelmen to reſt, to rob the temples of the little ſil- 
ver hands which are offered during the feſtival by the 
munificent bigots, then to re-enter the priſon in 
the ſame clandeſtine manner. We were all privy to 
this daring enterprize, and all to ſhare equal in the be- 
nefit of its ſucceſs. Great precaution was there- 
fore taken to avoid difcovery, and to aſſiſt the reſo- 
lute undertaker in effeAing his purpoſe unobſerved. 
I confeſs that I was not leſs rejoiced than aſtoniſhed at 
his good fortune when I ſaw him return before day 
not only undiſcovered, but furniſhed with a dozen of the 
filver relicks which he had ſafely purloined. We 
melted down the filver with all imaginable ſecrecy, 


and ſold it ſome time afterwards, which afforded a a 


very ſeaſonable relief, We had, however never after, 
even when leſs vigilantly watched, an opportunity of 
' repeating this theft, the ſucceſs of which I never 
ſufficiently could admire, as mere 5 * inſpired 


the attempt. f In 
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In the year 1788, ſix of Tippoo's Chiefs and a 
Bramin, were hanged at Seringapatam for being ſuſ- 
pected of carrying on a treacherous correſpdndence 
with the Engliſh. A. letter to Lieutegant Rutledge 


had been found on the Bramin&interprgted by ſerjeant 


aw 


Dempſter, who-has fince igformed me that it was ſimply 
a letter from the Gentleman's -mMher, or ſome other 
relation, which the Bramin who came from the Car- 
natic had engaged to deliver, but that it was accom- | 
panied by a ſhort note from one of Lieutenant Rut- 
lege's friends, lamenting- that he was no longer able, 
from want of opportunities, to write to him as former- 
ly. This note cauſed all the miſchief, fr it betrayed 
a prior correſpondence which was ſufficient to rouſe a 
diſtruſt and ſuſpicion in the jealous mind of Tippoo. 
Lieutenant Rutledge was in conſequence of this dif- 
covery, loaded with fetters and fent to Nundidroog, 
a very high and ſcarped rock, where he was confined 
on the very ſummit under a little ebopper or ſhed, rai- 
fed for the purpole, and only allowed about the ſpace 
of ten yards to move about in, with three quarters of 
a ſeer of Raggy and a few Chillies to ſubſiſt on. In 
this dreadful ſituation he ſpun out a miſerable exiſtence 
for near two years, when he was ſhot on the rock for 
contriving to tranſmit a written requeſt to borrow 
four fanams of the priſoners at Seringapatam. This 
unfortunate Gentleman has left a ſon behind him in 
Tippoo's domimons. I learnt the particulars of Lieut. 
Rutledge's death from a farrier who had been confined 

f | On 


3 

on the ſame rock, but removed to Seringapatam in 
conſequence the indiſpoſition of one of Tippoo's 
favourite Arabian horſes, and is the only perſon 1 
have hetn informed, that was ever known to return 
from any of zheſe forts. He declared that he had 
been hoiſted ug to the top blind- folded, that there is 
but one narrow road down, which he perceived com- 
pletely lined with ſeries, and that a fort guarded the 
aſcent ſome diſtance below the fummit. No perſon, he 
added, except their guards, could or were allowed to 
approach them. We were as uſual all of us in- 
volved in Lieutenant Rutledge's diſaſter on the diſ- 
covery of the letter, and puniſhed with cloſe con- 
finement, and he loſs of our allowance for two months, 
during which time we lived by charity, and learnt to 
be ſeveral days without food. 

An European named White, having frag from 
Bangalore the firſt year after the peace for the ſecond 
time, ſeven other European priſoners alſo confined 
at that place, were on account of this circumſtance, 
put in irons and ſent to Sunderdroog, a Fort to the 
North Eaſt of Seringapatam, and about twenty miles 
to the Weſtward of Bangalore. Theſe unfortunate 
men continued under a very levere arreſt on one ſeer 
of Rgggy and half a pice per day for themſelves and 
families, (women and children that were taken with 


them) until the year 1789, when after ſuffering 
during four years all the rigour of ſlavery, fetters, 


and hunger, they were ultimately dragged into the 
_ woods and hanged. Their women were afterwards 
brought 
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brought to Seringapatam, and related the deplorable 
cataſtrophe of their maſters---Nothing could be more 
ſhocking, more inhuman, and more baſe, than to pre- 
ſerve a tormenting exiſtence to innocent men ſeveral 
years, for the ſole purpoſe of murdering them in 
the end. | | 

I was never able to diſcover when or how the above 
mentioned White got into Tippoo's ſervice, but he was 
there when the war began, and though a Britain, he 
ſtrained every nerve to injure and diſtreſs the Engliſh 
captives. Through his treachery, it was diſcovered 
that the captive officers had contrived to carry on 

ſome contraband tranſactions which ſubjedted them 
to examinations and reſtraints they never could ac- 
Count for, and might have endangered their exiſtence 
had any diſcoveries been made, as the tyrant wanted 
very little pretext for murdering men who were ob- 
noxious to him. He originally perſuaded Tippoo to 
_ retain ſuch of the priſoners as had been mechanics, 
and pointed out thoſe whom he judged fit objeQs for 
this purpole Many therefore are indebted to him 
and his diabolical exertions, for the perpetual Joſs of 
liberty, and finally of their lives. Tippoo was latter- 
ly much prejudiced againſt this man, and would cer- 
tainly in ſome degree, have beſtowed on him the fate 
be deſerved, by hanging him, had he not ſaved him- 
ſelt by flight, for he had plaid his patron ſeveral pro- 
voking tricks, particularly pretending a ſkill in caſting: 
Cannon; for when Tippoo had expended a great deal 


of 
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of money on a Foundry and the neceſſary requiſites 
he manifeſted his ignorance by ſpoiling all the metal, 


I am happy to find he is now a priſoner at Madras. 
The vexations reſulting from White's ſtupidity, was 


amply made up for, however, ſhortly after, by the 


arrival of thirty artiſts from France, ſent out by 
the court of Verſailles with a view to inſtru Tippoo's 
ubjects in conſtructing manufaQtures, and aiding this 
Aſiatic Ally of France, with mechanical knowledge, 
which as yet has made flow progreſs in his own domi- 
nions, as well as every other part of India. They 
were, no doubt, an earneſt of the ſtipulated ſupport 
and aſſiſtance in the projected war with us, of which he 


has ſince been ſo juſtly diſappointed. Two men of 


each profeſfion, or trade, were ſent out, and conſiſted 
chiefly of ſuch as were not to be found amongſt hi, 
_ own ſubjetts, namely Founders, Glaſs-blowers, Watch- 
makers, Armourers, Broadcloth weavers, &c. &c. 
amongſt the reſt five ſugar bakers, a doctor and a ſur- 
geon. I believe theſe people arrived with the Embaſ. 
ſadors. | 
In the beginning of 1789, fix men that none of us 
had ever heard of before, were brought from Chittle- 
droog to Seringapatam. This ſufficiently evinces that 
many more Europeans, than is ſuſpeRed, are concealed 
in Tippoo's dominions. Theſe men were ſoon after 
their arrival, carried out of the fort in irons into a 
wood near the iſland, where they were hanged. They 
had belonged to the Bedenore garriſon that capitula- 
H | ted, 
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ted. What induced the barbarous Capturer to murder 
theſe men in cold blood, I never was able to diſcover. 

Soon after this, Tippoo again colleded his forces, 
amounting, if report may be credited, to above 
100,000. It 1s difficult, however, to aſcertain the real 
number of an indian army, which is always magni- 
fied very much beyond its reality ; it would ſeem that 
a lack, or one hundred thoufand, when applied to an 
army, has a very unlimited meaning, and ſignifies yo- 
thing more than a pretty large body; for having fo 
frequently known the term applied to leſs than half 
the numiſpr, and ſcarcely ever heard of an Indian 
army of any note, that was not exaggerated, I con. 
clude it to be no more than a figure by which the re- 
Jator means to convey his alarms. It muſt, notwith- 
ſtanding, be confeſſed, that a great body of troops were 
collected, and that eight battalions of chaylas accompa- 
nied them. Tippoo marched down the gauts as ſoon as 
the army were equipped, without publiſhing what were 
his intentions. 

We heard nothing of this new expedition or Tip- 
poo's movements, for a conſiderable time ; when at 
laſt, orders were received at the capital to prepare for 
the nuptials of his ſon, a ſtout boy about ſeventeen 
years of age who was now to eſpouſe the daughter of 
the Queen of Cannanore, ſince the Nizam had diſdain- 
fully rejected him for a ſon in law; orders were alſo 
received at the ſame time to arrange matters prepara- 

tory to the father's inauguration, as “ Sultaun of the 


Eaf,” 


E | 
EP, the Title which he in future intended to aſſume; 
and in which quality he meditated nothing leſs than 


the ſubjection of che whole of India. He likewiſe iſſued 


a proclamation, prokibiting all marriages in the king- 


dom of Myſore until ſuch time as the wedding of bis 


ſon was to take place, being determined to ſolemnize 
that day by the conſummation of five and twenty thou - 
ſand marriages at his own charge. To be ighorant of 


every other feature in the character of this extraordina- 


ry man, and to be informed of this circumſtance alone, 
would certainly inſpire a bigh opinion of his munifi⸗ 
cence, liberality, and philanthrophy, but tie moment 
we are told that he tarniſhed all the glory which ac- 
companied ſuch a ſplendid act, by a piece of contemp- 
tible, fanatical and tyrannical deſpotiſm, compelling 
one hundred thouſand of his defenceleſs Hindoo ſub- 
Jefts to embrace mahometiſm on the fame day, our ad- 
miration changes into merited deteſtation. 

It is his conſtant and favourite practice to inſult and 
perſecute the Hindoos on the-ſcore of religion. He 
has demoliſhed many of their temples and ſanctified 
places of worſhip, particularly a much revered Pagoda 
near the bazar of Seringapatam, where he found, it is 
afferted, one hundred and fifty thouſand coined pa- 
godas buried under the ſtone out of which the oval 
was hewri, He frequently orders calves to be brought 
before the door of their temples, and ſheds the facred 
blood under the very noſe of the offended deity. 
Such as are acquainted with the enthuſaſtic- attach- 
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ment and veneration of the Hindoos for their ancient 
religion ai its rites, will gueſs at the extreme horror 
with which ſuch frightful ſacrileges muſt fill them, and 
will eaſily be perſuaded that Tippoo, as I have once 
obſerved, is deteſted by the majority of his ſubjefts, 
and will only aſcribe their patience and ſubmiſſion, to 
the known indolence and abjeft tameneſs of the Indi- 
ans; who are awed by the vaſt armies he has hitherto 
contrived to maintain, and the examplary ſeverity with 

which he ever puniſhes the bare appearance of defection. 
The orders for the ſolemnization of the marriage, 
created a general buſtle and tumult e the 
city. — Every individual that could perform "ay 
thing curious or clever, was employed not only on 
their new Sultaun's account, but all ſuch as propoſ- 
ed diſplaying their adulation and court in mag- 
nificent preſents on the occaſion, and ſuch alſo as 
hoped by a diſguiſed bribe, to inſinuate themſelves 
and pave the future road to favour and preferment. 


The palace of old Hyder was demoliſhed, and in the 


rear of it was begun a more extenſive and magnifi- 
cent one of a triangular form and fronting a famous 
pagoda in the centre of the fort. In this the proud 
My ſorean propoſed to be inaugurated. Having been 
preſented by the court of France, with four large and 
curious cryſtal pedeſtals, theſe were to ſupport his 
imperial throne. This royal ſeat was to be ſuperbly 

decorated, and built by Europeans; but, neither the 
palace nor the — were finiſhed when I left Serin- 
gapatam. 
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gapatam. The preſeine: war ſeems to have dune 
theſe deſigns and the intelligence of Tippob's repulſe 
at the Travancore lines, put a total ſtop to all the 
immenſe preparations which for a time had engroſſed 
the whole attention of the capital. The Wall that 
ſurrounded the area of the new palace, was alone 
ſuffered to be finiſhed. It is one entire mile in cir- 
cumference, with a large gate on each fide, the princi- 
pal and grandeſt of which, faces the above mention- 
ed Pagoda. . It is very uncertain when the ſplendid 
edifice itſelf will be finiſhed, as all further thoughts 
ut are ſuſpended; and will not be reſumed until 
reſent war is terminated, on the iſſue of which 
ppoo's future glory and fate ſeem to hang. So ſen- 
fible and convinced was he of the deciſive conſequen- 
ces of a war raſhly undertaken witk reſpect to himſelf 
and his ambitious projeQs, that he n fon diſcover- 
ed the expected and ſtipulated aids Röm rance would 
fail, and the exertions of his enemies ſomueh exceed 
what he had believed, chan he ſeriouſſy repented the 
wanton breach of treaty, not from principles of faith 
or juſtice, but apprehenſion for the effects to his own 
intereſt. It is to be hoped that he wilt never be again 
in a ſtate to diſturb the peace of India. 

The loſs of his great Seal, Turban, and Akin 
captured in the aforementioned repulſe, together with 
ſeveral valuable jewels, and the narrow . eſcape of his. 
own perſon, had a very diſheartening tendency upon 


his creatures in the capital, and ſuffered very ignomi- 


nious 
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nious interpretations from the diſcontented. It was al- 
lowed that he would certainly have fallen into his ene- 
mies hands, if a mean diſguiſe had not protected him. 
The very bearers of his palanquin were cut down ſome 
moments after he had deſerted it; he was atteinpting 
to ſurprize a defended ditch at ſome diſtance from 
the Travancore lines, when this unexpected ſally was 
made and had nearly put a period to his career. 
Tippoo having thought proper to ſubſtitute another in- 
ſcription on his new ſignet, this circumſtance gave fre{h 
alarms at Seringapatam, and many took it for granted 
the tyrant had been either killed or dethroned, and 
the ſupreme authority aſſumed by ſome other perſon. 
But the general anxiety dillipated when a new ſtate pa- 
lanquin was diſpatched with great pomp, to be the 
ſumptuous and future vehicle of an upſtart Sultaun. 
| When he had carried the long diſputed point againſt 
Travancore, which took up about twice the time he 
had conjectured, he returned to his capital, and was 
received with all the ſplendour of a Conqueror. Tri- 
umphal Arches filled the ſtreets through which he paſ- 
ſed, and the decorations which had been originally 
diſtined to grace the nuptials of his ſon, were diſplayed 
on this occaſion. On his arrival, he proceeded directly 
to his father's tomb, where he ſpent the whole day in 
| ſolemn prayers. He entered the fort at hight through a 
road brilliantly illuminated, 
On his return from this expedition, he brought a 


number of different ſorts of guns, and a large quantity | 


of 


1 


of ſheet copper, of which he had ſtripped the domes of 
the Roman catholic churches on the Malabar coaſt; 
with likewiſe three thouſand of the captured Travan- 
corians and the families of about three hundred of the 
Cochin people, whom he had been cruel enough to 
ſeize, and aſter tying them in pairs, drove them into 
the ſea. 

Tippoo now thought very ſeriouſly about new mo- 
delling and muſtering his troops—that he placed no re- 
markable confidence in their loyalty and faith was evi- 
dent from the pains he took to throw obſtacles and im- 
pediments in the way of mutiny and revolt. He art- 
fully put ſuch men together as were moſt likely never 
to join in any general diſaffection from mutual averſion 
and diſtruſt to each other; by which means all his 
corps were compoſed of different caſts, nations, and re- 
ligions that bore a natural antipathy, and ſometimes 
an avowed enmity to each other. This might, indeed, 
in ſome meaſure remedy one evil, but ſowed the ſeeds 
of another, that of diſunion in their efforts when it 
might be highly neceſſary that their joint exertions 
ſhould combine in the accompliſhment of the ſame ob- 
jet. He augmented his Chaylas battalions from eight 
to thirty, obſerving the ſame mode with reſpe& to em- 
bodying them, as with the regulars, which, indeed, may 
appear more reaſonable to ſuch -as have no know- 
ledge of the diſpoſition of his ſtanding army, which 
isa circumſtance Tippoo is perfeQly well acquainted 
with, 

The 
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The artillery did not eſcape his notice, his arſenal 
was well ſupplied with warlike ſtores, and every prepa- 
ration in his power was made for a war—the Engliſh 
priſoners were ordered into the fort again, and their Cap- 
turer at one of the Reviews, obſerving amongſt theChay- 
las fome of the priſoners that were ſhaved, he re- 
marked to one of his Courtiers: © Theſe men, I ſees 
have diſcovered a new Bible and creed at laſt” rgean- 
ing the koran and Mahomedan dottrine. When he 
had inſpeQed every thing in perſon, and carried reform 
into every department, provided againſt deficiencies, 
and abuſes, he at laſt iſſued his orders for the ſecond 
campaign, and took the field. | | 

It was originally ſaid that he meant to go to 
the northward, and lead his army againſt the troops of 
Mouberjung and Captain Read's detachment, which 
had not then been joined by Perſuram Bhow, but the 
intelligence of general Medows's approach to the 
Gauts, and the'capture of Coimbatore, an event total- 
ly unexpeRted, produced a change in his determina- 
tion. He immediately croffed the Cavery, and fixed 
his camp to the ſouthward of Seringapatam. It was 
not however, until an European taken priſoner at Car- 
roor, where he had been ſtraggling whilſt intoxicated 
and brought to Seringapatam, that the European pri- 
ſoners heard for certain of the war having actually 
broke out with Tippoo and the Engliſh. 

Before he took the field the ſecond time, he order- 
ed three Europeans and a number of native priſoners, 

. who 


1 


who had been in his father's and his poſſeſſion for a 

conſiderable time, among whom were ſeveral native 
_ officers, a Nayar Rajah, and a Commandant on the 
Bombay Eſtabliſhment taken in Bedanore, to be ſent to 


Nundydroog and other Hill Forts, where I conjedture @ 


they have ſince been murdered, as that is the cuſtoma- 
ry fate of all thoſe who are doomed to theſe places. The 
farrier already mentioned, whole life had been ſpared 
in compliment to one of Tippoo's horſes, was of the 
former number. He allo ſent back from his camp an 
European corps in which he placed no confidence, 
being commanded by one Maclean, who was a Serjeant 
in his Majeſty's ſervice, and had deſerted from the 
garriſon of Mangalore when it was under the command 
of Major Campbell. 

This corps conſiſted of nothing but vagabonds and 
deſerters, chiefly Portugueſe, French, Dutch, and 
Danes. It had been diſarmed and diſgraced during 
Tippoo's firſt abſence, being then ſuſpeQted and very 
juſtly I believe, of having encouraged and promiſed aid 
to the different aylab corps, who intended to rebel 
during the abſence of the army, and emancipate them. 
ſelves; the accompliſhment of which .plan nothing 
could have prevented, had they not deliberated about 
it till the plot got vent, and were hindered by being de. 
prived of their arms and ſecured, as well as all who were 
ſuſpeQted of abetting and forwarding their project. 
Tippoo, it is true, had re-armed Maclean's corps, but 
ſo humble was his opinion of their loyalty A bravery, 
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that he judged it very unadvifable to oppoſe them to the 
troops of an European power, fo that they flill remain- 
ed inaftive at Siringapatam when I left it. 

Tippoo i is naturally of a ſuſpicious temper, which 
the knowledge of his being difliked, increaſes. The 
Europeans are peculiarly and without exception, -the 
objects as well of his deteſtation as diſtruſt, fo much 
ſo that I mayslafely aſſert, there is not at this preſent 
moment one ſingle regiment in his ſervice commanded 
by an European Offpger, nor did he ever fuffer Lally's 
army to multiply ſufficiently to be able to give him un- 
eaſineſs. I do not think that Lally at any one time 
fince Hyder's death, has had more than between one and 
two thouſand men under his command, and thoſe were 
diſciplined and paid by himſelf. He has had lgtterly 
very few Europeans, not more than one hundred and 
fifty on a large computation, | 5 

It was in the beginning of September 1790, that 
Tippoo directed his ſteps towards the Gauts. But no 
ſooner had he publiſhed his intention of facing Ge- 
neral Medows, -before an univerſal diſcontent and 
fear, which manifeſted itſelf in loud murmurs, per- 
vaded all ranks at Seringapatam, and it was reported 
that the army was not in the leaſt better ſatisfied. Thoſe 
that remained in the city were far from repoligg that 
confidence in the army which the tyrant flattered him- 
ſelf they would, and could not diveſt themſelves of the 
apprehenſign of an Engliſh ſiege, with the conſequences 


_of n ingo the * of an enemy chat had ſuch ample 
and 
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and juſt cauſe for vengeance. The army again dreaded 
an attack in deſcending the Gauts, which they already 
concluded were in General Medows's poſſeſſion, and 
conſequently judged it . to eſcape a total 
defeat. 

Tippoo weben the firſt b of Colonel 
Floyd's ſituation and ſtrength, by two European de- 
ſerters from the grand army, and haſtened to intercept 
him, in the full perſuaſion of @mmencing this war 
with a ſecond Conjeveram buſineſs. That much de- 
pended upon the criſis of that day cannot be denied, 
and that the bravery and exertion of the troops who 
reſiſted ſuch ſuperior force is as meritorious, as it was 
impoRant, will never be diſputed. The loſs which 
Tippoo ſuſtained in this attempt, was induſtriouſſy 

concealed, but it certainly was conſiderable, it being 
whiſpered at Seringapatam to exceed greatly in number 

the whole force that oppoſed it, notwithſtanding the 
exaggerated and diſcredited accounts which Tippoo 
tranſmitted of his boaſted victory. The- earlieſt in- 
telligence of the engagement was accompanied by the 
remains of five of Tippoo's * officers, who had 

fallen in che action. 

Nothing. I am vell convinced, prevents many of his 
moſt diſſatisfied ſubjetts from deſerting at this preſent 
time, but the certain death or vaſſalage Wwhich they 
would expoſe their wives and families, whom Tippoo 
always ſecures before he raiſes a perſon @ any place 
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or poſt of truſt, as 3 for his fidelity and 
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Even the very favourable — of the ren- 
counter with Colonel Floyd, could not entirely ba- 
niſh the terror of a blockade from the Myſorean Capi - 
tal. Tippoo's obſtinate diſpoſition was no ſecret to 
his ſubje&s, and the horrors of a ſiege together with the 
exceſſes a large army confined to the limits of the 
Iſland would commit, preſented themſelves in too 
lively colours to the citizens, ſome of whom had beheld 
the ſame ſcene once before, not tq, revive their alarms 
and threaten them with the proſpett of periſhing, il no 
otherwiſe, by famine. 

The late progreſs of the« army bey ond the Gauts, 
&c. has no doubt in part realized the fears of the 
 Myſoreans, whoſe ſituation muſt be diſtreſſing, and I 
ſhould not in the leaſt be aſtoniſhed if the accumulation 
of their burdens and wants became {which cannot be 
very remote) ſo intolerably oppreſſive, that they po- 
ſitively refuſe to ſubmit, and give up the capital. I 
am induced to form this conjeQure from what I re- 
marked when our forces were at ſo great a diſtance, and 
when ſo many obſtacles and impediments might ſtill be 
thrown in their way. Tippoo then frequently found 
it neceſſary to put ſuch perſons clandeſtinely to death 
28 ſhowed heir diſſatisfaction and diſtruſt too openly, 
that they might not ſpread the contagion. 

Tippoo bed engaged Colonel Floyd with nearly the 
whole of his numerous and newly recruited army, he 


had 


* 
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had employed every art in his power to magnify the ad- 
vantages of- a very fruitleſs and inglorious attempt; 
but when he diſcovered that the real ſtate of the 
affair was not to be diſguiſed, though few were hardy 
enough boldly to avow the truth, he ungeneroully re- 
lolved to avenge himſelf on the unfortunate priſoners 
for his miſcarriage, and hoped by ſacrificing them, to 
appeaſe in ſome meaſure the friends of the ſlaughtered 
Sirdars. Purſuant to this reſolution, he ordered all 
the priſoners that were with the Chaylas, beſides ſix of 
the moſt refrattor tradeſmen, to be put in irons and 
conducted to the hills, preparatory, as was intimated to 
us by our guards, to our. being offered up as vidims 
to the Manes of the deceaſed. 

Two days before this removal took place, I had hid 
myſelf in one of the Cavaliers of the fort, terrified 
at the idea of viſiting the hill forts; but being much 
pinch:d by hunger, and reflecting that my abſence 
might accelerate whatever miſchief was deſtined for 
thoſe companions with whom I had been a fellow 
' ſufferer for ſo many years, I could not perſuade my- 
ſelf to abandon or expoſe them to additional danger 
merely on my own account, I therefore delivered my- 
ſelf up the day we marched, determined to meet 
whatever fate awaited me. Nothing but the remorſe 
which I felt at entailing on the other captives the cer- 
tain reſentment of a barbarian, whoſe implacable diſ- 
| Poſition was ſo well known, prevented me and many 
others, I believe, from trying with more eagerneſs 


than 
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than we had done, to eſcape, hoping conſtantly that 
| ſome fortunate moment or.unforeſeen change, would 
one day or other effect the releaſe of the whole of 
us at once: nor was it eaſy to reſiſt the earneſt 
prayers, entreaties, deſpondence, and ſometimes even 
threats of our wretched brethren in affliction, from 
whom it was difficult and almoſt impracticable to con- 
ceal- any ſuch deſign. To this, in a great degree, 
may be attributed the very few deſertions that took 
place. Tippoo, without doubt, knew too well that 
nothing was more likely to ſecure the priſoners, than 
the anxiety they bore for the ſafety of each other; 
a bond much more binding than any fetters he could 
lay upon them—In the year 1787, five beſides my- 
ſelf, had actually reſolved to truſt our lives in a boat 
on the Coleroon, and let the current carry us where 
it would, though we had been informed that a cata- 
raft on the route, rendered this adventure extreme- 
ly hazardous. But we were certain it would carry us 
away from Seringapatam, and nothing which could be- 
fall us afterwards, appeared half ſo dreadful as remain- 
ing in flavery there. We had nearly conſtrufted a 
baſket-boat for our purpoſe, made of bamboos which 
we got ready ſplit from the Dhomwallas, or baſket- ma- 
kers, and had ſecured leather to cover it with. An old 
uninhabited houſe ſerved to hide -our materials and 


machine in, the ſplit bamboos were concealed under 


the thatched roof ſo as not to be immediately diſcovered 
in the caſe of any body 8 accidentally looking into the 
houſe, 
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houſe. The boat itſelf was buried in a large hole in 
the ground. A -couple of us together uſed to ſteal 
away for an hour or two in the night, and work by 
turns whenever we found it prafticable. It came 
however to the knowledge of the reſt, and alarmed 
them ſo much, that we yielded to their ſupplications 
and abandoned the project, as it was impoſſible to 
build or even procure boats to convey the whole of 
us at the ſame trip. 

Before I proceed further, I wi!l give the reader 
as accurate a deſcription of the Capital, as my in- 
formation and capacity will admit of. 

The preſent Capital of the kingdom of Myſore, is 
ſituated on an iſland of the Cavery called Seringapatam, 
about four miles in length and nearly two in breadth. 
It has two bridges thrown over the Cavery, one to the 
northward and the other in the oppoſite point. The 
former is defended by a ſtrong battery mounting 
twenty-three guns, (fix, eighteen, and twenty-four 
pounders,) placed a very little to the eaſtward of the 
bridge, and a double battery mounting fix guns in each 
row, at the very foot of it. The latter is defended by 
a, battery of ſeven iron twelve pounders. There are 
alſo three fords in the river, the principal of which 
lies north-eaſt of the iſland, within half a mile of 
the northern extremity ; another oppoſite to the 
north-eaſt corner of the Fort, defended by thir- 
teen guns and planted on a cavalier which ſtands 
five or ſix paces in the rear of the battery guarding 
8 | the 
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the ſouth bridge; and the third is near the centre 
of the Ifland; above a mile below the fort. The 
fortreſs is a ſquare, the ſouth eaſt fide of which is 
beſt defended, having three cavaliers mounting four 
guns each on the outerworks, and two more of three 
guns each on the upper works, with three redoubts of 
{ix or ſeven guns each, carried out on the glacis. The 
ſouth weſt fide on the contrary, is the weakelt part of 
the Fort, as the river is very ſhallow at that place juſt 
oppoſite to the water gate and a Pagoda which is built 
in the river. The north is defended by three cavaliers 
mounting four guns each, (twelve and nine pounders,) 
with fix or ſeven flanking batteries, mounting each 
four nine-pounders. The twenty three gun battery 
ſtands likewiſe on this ſide; and the ſouth fide is de- 
fended by three other cavaliers mounting three ſix- 
pounders each, and ſeven more flanking batteries of 
three or four ſmal] guns each, beſides fourteen guns 
over the great gate, one ei . and _ reſt ſix- pound- 
ers. 
The Fort has three 8 gates. One north, the 

other ſouth-eaſt, and the third ſouth, beſide three water 
gates, two to the northward and one to the ſouth- 
weſt immediately oppoſite to the Pagoda in the river. 
The north ditch runs out of the river, and joins it again 
below the ſeven gun battery to the north-eaſt. There 
are two dry trenches to the ſouth-eaſt and the ſouth. 


The river is very MN from the bridge as far as the 
| A 
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Tippoo has a Granary in the Fort at the end * the 
| King of Myſore's Palace, which contains all ſorts of 
grain produced in the country, conſiſting chiefly f 
rice and raggy, with gbee,* oil, ſugar, and ſpices of 
different kinds. 

There are two gardens o on the iſland full of large 
trees; one is ſurrounded by a mud wall and called 
Dowlat Durgah, and the other is the burial place of the 
late Hyder-ally, and is called Loill- Baug, theſe, with 
two avenues leading from the Fort to the latter, con- 
tain the only trees that are to be found on the whole 
iſland. Tippoo cut down laſt year a foreſt of beetle- 
nut trees which ſtood to the eaſtward of the ſouth bridge. 
Oppoſite to the Fort, at the diſtance of about half 
a mile, ſtands another foreſt, where Tippoo is erecting 
a Powder Manufattory with Mills upon the European 
principles, and where he has a foundry for caſting 


\. cannon, conſtrutted by one of the mechanicks lately 


arrived from France, all of whom, excepting the Doc- 
tor and the Surgeon, reſide at the place, which gave it 
the name of the French Colony. 
About three quarters of a mile from the fours bridge 

in the ſame direction, is a nullah or branch of the ca- 
very, with a bridge thrown acoſs it, which leads to My- 
fore the ancient capital. The nullah riſes out of the 

river about half a mile above the iſland, and runs in 
the ſame direQion as the river, till it joins it again a little 
below. the fort, encompaſſing a long flip of land, and 
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forming a ſecond iſland. A trench is carried quite acrofs 
the iſland of Seringapatam, but from the north avenue 
to the river it is covered, all the reſt is open with only 
one bridge over it. The country on the north ſide 
cloſe to the river, is paddy, or rice land, interſected by a 
number of ſmall nullahs; from the ſouth bridge, as 
far as the extremity of the ifland, it is all the ſame. 
The reſt of the Iſland is paſture land. A little to the 
eaſtward of the ſouth bridge, is a confiderable Silk 
Manufattory. The Pettah of Seringapatam is near 
the centre of the iſland, of a ſquare form, about half 
a mile broad, with very regular and commodious ſtreets | 
at right angles. 

Having thus given ſome idea of a place which wilt 
be better known after the preſent war, I fhall proſe - 
cute my own adventures. 

On the 22d of September 1790, fnally left Seringa- 
patam. They had no ſooner marched us out of the fort, 
before we were divided into three parties and ſeparated. 
It is needleſs to ſay that our parting was truly effeQing; 
we took leave of one another, as for the laſt time, 
like men that were to undergo certain death, after 
ſpending ten years of ſorrow together, and were en- 
deared to each other by mutual ſufferings. The 
human heart under ſuch circumſtances, is always moſt 
| ſuſceptible of friendſhip. Each man received on the 
mournful occafion, three feers of rice, and three pice, 
which was the laſt ſubſiſtence 1 ever had from the ty- 
rant, 
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At the time that we were taken out of the Fort, 
twelve deſerters from Tellichery were brought in, but it 
is not in my power to give any farther account of them. 
During my impriſonment, frequent deſertions from 
the garriſon occurred. Prior to my leaving the city, 
a Captain Bee, and four other Europeans, amongſt whom 
was another Captain whoſe name I have forgot, paſſed 
by the place; I ſpoke to them, and was informed, that 
they had been ſent for by Tippoo, but for what pur- 
pole they did not know. The whole made a very mi- 
ſerable appearance. 

One of our parties was ſent the ſame day to Naran- 
droog, the rock ſo fatal to Lieutenant Rutledge, 
which is not above fourteen miles to the northward 
of Seringapatam, but intercepted by a range of hills; 
one to Sundradroog, another high rock about fixty 
miles north eaſt of Seringapatam ; and the laſt, to which 
I belonged, to Outradroog, alſo a very high and ſteep. 
rock, nearly fifty miles north-eaſt of the Capital. 

1 was five days on the road to this place, and when 
within a few miles of it, our guards, for what reaſon 
I cannot tell, were augmented to almoſt double their 
original number. They conducted us to the foot 
of the rock, where we entered a narrow and very ſteep. 

road cut through a thick foreſt. The whole of us 
ſuffered dreadfully in walking bare footed up. this 
tough and difficult aſcent, being very much hurried 
notwithſtanding the weight and incumbrance of our 
irons. There are two or three Forts on this rock, 
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one above the other, and at the ſummit is a kind of bat. 
tery. Some Malabar Iron Guns joined with hoops, and 
two old Engliſh nine pounders, (which afterwards pro- 
ved the ſource of my delivery) compoſed the whole ar- 
_y of the place. | | 
Immediately on our arrival, we were carried before 
al Killadar, where we heard read the order which 
had accompanied us from Tippoo. It directed * to 
« guard us with vigilence and ſtrictneſs until further 
< inſtructions, to put us inſtantly in fetters, and to al- 
low us no proviſions,” which plainly indicated that 
it was not intended we ſhould live many days. 
We were now in continual expeQation of being 
dragged- out to ſuffer a miſerable and cruel death. 
Our exiſtence hung on the will of a tyrant who 
had already ſo often diſplayed his inſatiable thirſt for 
blood, and manifeſted his preſent deſign, by pro- 
hibiting us our common food, We knew too well 
what fate awaited fuch as were condemned to theſe 
rocks. We alſo were apprized, that if even our ſen- 
tence was by ſome accident ſuſpended for a ſhort 
period, the moment the tyrant met the ſmalleſt check 
in the field, the fatal blow would be ſtruck. He had 
often declared, that none of the European priſoners | 
ſhould be ſaved, for ſooner than part with them, he 
would murder tbem. : | 
Hope had never forſaken me . the whole 
ten years of my captivity, I conſtantly flattered my- 
ſelf wich an ENTERED to o eſcape to an Engliſh ſet- 
| tlement; 
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tlement ; but, atthis junfture, I could not avoid Fielding 
to diſpair, as no poſſibility of extricating myſelf from 
the preſent danger and confinement appeared. Had 
we even been unfettered, we could not have got away, 
as the only communication with the rock was guarded 
by a line of ſentries, and to ſurvive long under ſuch 
circumſtances, was folly to exped, as famine, if nothing 
elſe, muſt put a period to our lives. We had how- 
ever reſolved to periſh our own way the moment any 
violence ſhould be offered us, and alſo to watch for 
an occaſion to attempt an eſcape, ſhould 1t be even 
that of attacking our guards when they came to exa- 
mine our priſon. We thought we might ſafely ven- 
ture on any ſtep, let it be ever ſo deſperate, as nothing 
could be riſked by a failure of ſucceſs, our lives being 
already forfeited. This reſolution enabled us to await 
the iſſue of our fate with a little more compoſure. 

_ Gratitude will not allow me in this place, to with- 
hold the juſt acknowledgements due from every one 
of us to Tippoo's Hindoo ſubjects. They conſtantly _ 
commiſerated the ſituation of the unfortunate Euro- 
-pean priſoners, and ſaved the lives of many by their 
[timely humanity and aſſiſtance, when the unfeeling 
conqueror denied us even common food. The Ren- 
neries, or natives of that country Alt is to be underſtood, 
that I do not mean ſuch as are aQtually in the ſervice 
of the Sultaun, or ſuch as have been corrupted by 
him, neither ſuch as are intimidated from following the 
1 of their inclinations, by being under his imme- 
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diate inſpection and influence)—of whom J ſhall have 
occaſion to ſpeak again in the courſe of my travels 
after abſconding from Outradroog, are a very quiet, 
inoffenſive, and humane race of men, many of whom 
do not even know the very name of their Ruler, or 
have the leaſt idea of the deſpotiſm they live under, 
being too remote from the immediate dominion of 
tyranny and too much attached to peace and indolence 
to be inquiſitive about who receives the revenues of 
the country or who diſſipates them, conceiving the 
whole duty of their lives comprized in tilling their 
grounds, paying their taxes, and adoring their cows. This 
is the harmleſs and benevolent ſet of people who are 
the objects of Tippoo's perſecution, whom he labours ta 
convert to Mahometiſm, and whom he can only ren- 
der unhappy, if he ever effects his cruel purpoſe. 
We had now been ſupported nearly five weeks almoſt 
entirely by the charity of the inhabitants of Outradroog, 
except ſometimes our miſery created the pity of our very 
guards, though accuſtomed to behold diſtreſs with in- 
difference, and perpetrate murder at a ſingle nod. We 
began to wonder why our execution was ſo long delay - 
ed, when by a moſt ſingular ſtroke of good fortune, it 


egntered into the Killadar's head to have his old and ruſ- 


ty artillery repaired before his European priſoners 
were ſent out of the world. I happened to be the 
| perſon appointed, and being inſtructed toſurvey his guns, 
to report what they wanted, and to iſſue directions for 
putting them in ſerviceable order, he ſuffered me 5 
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de conducted to the different parts of the rock where 
theſe uſeleſs cannons were diſpoſed. It · cannot be ſuſ- 
pected that I refuſed my aid, when it is remembered, 
that this was the only opportunity I ſhould have of re- 
connoitering the rock. I was accordingly laviſh in 
my promiſes, and the credulent Killadar ſeemed 
highly pleaſed with the idea of having his cannon 
put in complete repair. I did not fail to avail myſelf 
of this occaſion, to minutely examine our goal as wel 
as the foreſt below, and the country ſurrounding it, 
obſerving only as much precaution as was neceſſary 
not to betray my deſign, or alarm the ſuſpicions of 
my guards, The different ſituations of the Killadar's 
guns, which obliged me to go all round the rock, pro- 
ved peculiarly uſcful, and enabled me to make the ut- 

moſt advantage of my time. | 
When I returned to my companions, I faithfully 
related every thing, and. informed them that I had 
ſeen a road by which we might deſcend the rock un- 
diſcovered. It was immediately agreed, that we ſhould 
without looſing time make the attempt, and ſo great 
was our joy in conſequence of my propofal when it. 
was firſt ſtarted, that we entirely forgot we were under 
cloſe confinement and very ſtrialy watched, and ſup- 
poſing this difficulty ſurmounted, that there was great 
probability of our being detected before we could 
clear the Fort, that our irons embarraſſed us, that 
we had half a mile to walk on the rock, a high preci- 
pice to throw ourſelves over, a thick foreſt abounding 
with 
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with wild beaſts to ruſh into at the foot of the rock, 
and above all, that we had to elude five or fix guards 
> which would oblige us to penetrate deep into the 
wood, and often to creep on all fours. But theſe ob- 
ſtacles preſented themſelves very obviouſly as ſoon as 
the ardour of our fancy had a little abated, yet we 
determined to make an effort, altho' a difficulty occur- 
red, which had nearly overthrown the whole, I mean that 
of agreeing about the molt eligible method of carry- 
ing our plan into execution. This diſpute fimply aroſe 
from the complaiſance with which every individual re- 
garded his own opinion, this he infallibly conſidered the 
viſeſt and beſt, and conſequently propoſed it for adop- 
tion. After a long diſcuſſion and much conſultation, 
the only poſſible expedient was at laſt fixed on, and we 
came to a reſolution of breaching the mud wall of 
our priſon and getting out in the night. | 
The only neceſſary precaution was filence—The 
nights on- which we found the guards engaged in 
gambling or other amuſements, were therefore aſſigned 
for our operations, to the accompliſhment of which, 
an old knife being the only inſtrument we had, the work 
of courſe required time and great patience; we had 
not proceeded many nights with digging and watching 
by turns, before we found this tool - inſufficient 
for the purpole, the wall being uncommonly thick. 
We then thought of another way of effeQing it by 
conſtantly pouring water in the hole to moiſten the 
earth till ſoft enough to be dug out. This ſcheme. 
pPromiſed 
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promiſed better ſucceſs and was leſs expoſed to dif- 
covery. 4 
We employed mary days i in undermining and ſap- 
ping the wall, during which time we communicated 
our intention to ſeven of our companions who were 
confined in an adjoining room, and with whom we 
were permitted to converſe during the day, and they 
accordingly commenced in like manner. As we had lit- 
tle to do all this time; we turned our thoughts towards 
liberating our legs, in this we likewiſe partly ſucceed- 
ed by means of a penknife which one of the priſoners. 
had hid in an old mat when we were. ſearched on 
coming to this place. The large knife had ſecretly 
been given to us by one of the Carnatic people who 
was employed in coining Pice at Outradroog. We 
heated the ſmall knife till it became red hot, then 
cut notches in it with the large one, and having re- 
duced it to a little ſaw, we worked inceſſantly when 
unobſerved; until we had cut quite through the rivets 
of one leg, which by that means could be diſengaged 
and both the iron rings drawn on the other; by muf- 
fling the chains with old rags; we could alſo ben any 
clattering or noiſe. | 
We had reſolved, in cafe of a diſcovery, to attack 
our guards before they had time to ſecure us, and 
either to fight our way out of the place, or fall in the 
attempt, as all would be over with us if that happened. 
We had for this purpoſe ſelected the largeſt and ſtouteſt 
Ricks out of the wood which now and then, with the 
LE Killadar's 
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Killadar's permiſſion, had been brought to us to cook 
(when we had any) our rice. The whole garriſon 
at this time, did not exceed ſixty or ſeventy men, and 

we thought it much more adviſable in caſe of a de- 
tection, to let it come to ſuch an iſſue, than tamely to 
fubmit to a cettain death, in a much more difgraceſul 
manner. A dozen of deſperate men fighting for their 
tives, have before performed extraordinary feats.— 
Several native prifoners were beſides confined in the 
fort, amongſt whom, ſome Travancorians, a Subba- 
dar, and a Femmadar, &e. Thefe people had one 
day caught us with our irons off, and might have be- 
trayed every thing, if one of our prifoners had not for- 
tunately ſeen them in the ſame ſituation a day or two 
before, having liberty to go to each other during the 
day as all the priſons were ' contiguous; we took 
care to remind them of this circumftance, and mutual 
Intereſt, I believe, preſerved the ſecret. It looked, 
however, as if the guards began to ſuſpect us the laſt 
two or three days, for they examined our fetters very 
particularly; but we had luckily procured out of the 
Bazar a piece of lead, through one of our companions 
who ſet up for a Doctor, and was ſuffered to preſcribe 
for the garriſon. With the lead we filled the holes 
of the rivets ſo exactly, as to render the deception diſ- 
cernible only by a very nice ſcrutiny. Our DoQtor 
was of fingular ſervice tous in more than one inſtance, 
and was the means of preſerving our lives frequently 
* what he earned for . to the ſunple Outra- 
droogans, 
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droogans, who had taken a great liking to his harmleſs 
phyſick. Two day, before we eſcaped, he received a 
whole ſheep from a Polygar who was on his way with 
five hundred of his dependants to join Tippoo, for 
having adminiſtered a doſe to him of common country 
ſpirits, which put him in the fineſt humour in the 
world. | | 
The twenty ſeventh of November was fixed upon 
for our grand attempt, and on that evening every thing 
was in readineſs for our purpoſe. As ſoon as it was 
dark we began to remove the earth, hut to our great 
mortiſication, we found ourſelves at midnight below 
the ſurface of the ground, this ehagrined and alarmed 
us much, but reflecting that ſomething was neceſſary to 
be done immediately, we began by concealing the 
earth we had dug out in earthen- pots, and hung a large 
blanket before the hole when day appeared. It was 
clear that we ſhould not long be able to hide the ſitua- 
tion of the wall, I therefore worked all the next day, 
ſupplied the place inceſſantly with water, and kept wet 
clothes in it to moiſten the upper part where the breach 
was to be enlarged or raiſed. My companions kept ſing- 
ing and making a noiſe alt day that, the buſtle I made 
might not be heard. Every thing was a ſecond time 
ready by night on the twenty-eighth, and having found 
the breach pratticable, we gave notice to our compani- 
ons in the next room, who joined us before eleven 
o' clock. The guards had lately indulged us with keep- 
ing the priſon door open till near eight, but this 
1 evening 
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evening we feigned ſleepineſs, and they too were n 
nately engaged i in gambling. The firſt ſtep we took was 
to diſengage one of our legs, and to muffle and falt- 
en the i irons on the other. We then tied our rags a- 
bout us, and provided ourſelves, each man, witb a 
couple of raggy cakes which had been laid up for the 
occaſion- Being the perſon that was to guide the reſt, 
I crept out of the breach juſt at twelve o clock, with 
the large knife in one hand and a ſtout ſtick in the 
other. It was ſoon found that the hole was not large 
enough 1 to admit ſome of my companions, I was there- 
fore obliged, though at a very great hazard, to goto work 
on the outſide to enlarge it with my only tool the 
knife, in a very ſhort time, however, I made it big 
enough for the largeſt amongſt us. As ſoon as 1 
whole had got througb, we aſſembled with all pof- 
ſible filence, and myſelf, according to agreement, con- 
ducted the party over the mud wall that ſurrounded 
the area of the priſons, and was between ſeven and 
eight feet high on the inſide, but much lower on 
the outer on account of the riſing of the rock. There 
WAS another wall, called the Fort wall, about an hun- 
dred and fifty paces further on, which entirely encom- 
paſſed the top of the rock, and between theſe two walls 
was a guard placed over ſome native priſoners, which 
we could not avoid palling very near. A flight ſhow- 
er, which fell juſt at this criſis, proved therefore ex- 
tremely favourable. The rain drove them all under 
cover, and we plainly ſaw them ng ſmoking round 
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a fire in the verandah of the priſon 1n great ſecurity, 
The ſhower continued "till we had all ſafely cleared the 
outer wall, near which there was another guard, but 
not directly in our courſe; we now proceeded to the 
precipice which 1 had not been able to examine with 
ſufficient preciſeneſs to determine either the exact 
height or nature of, but as I had undertaken to con- 
duct my companions down the rock, I propoſed to 
deſcend firſt; accordingly I threw myſelf upon my 
hands, and in this manner meeting no reſiſtance or an 
reſt for my feet, unable to recover myſelf, I flid down 
the rock greatly terrified at the rapidity of my fall, as 
1 found the precipice higher than I imagined, or than 
it had appeared from the top of the rock ; I was relie- 
ved, at laſt, by catching hold of the branches of a 
ſmall tree which grew near the bottom, and broke my 
fall, by bringing myſelf up againſt the trunk of it. I 
had unfortunately, it ſeems, gone to the ſteepeſt part 
of the precipice. Shortly after, I was joined by my 
companions, who had followed my example and ſaved 
themſelves by the ſhrubbery and ſmall trees which co- 
vered the entire bottom of the precipice. It was near 
one o'clock at this time, and the moon as we expctted- 
ed, began to ſhine, having calculated that we ſhould be 
clear of the guard by the time of her riſing, von 
was very apropos. 
I have before mentioned we were twelve in number, 
eleven Engliſhmen and a Frenchman, who had incurred 
Tires s diſpleaſure, We immediately directed our way 


towards 
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towards the thick foreſt that environed the foot of the 
rock. I ſuffered extremely in traverſing a thicket be- 
fore I reached the wood, both from the ſharpneſs of 
the prickles and thorns, and the ruggedneſs of the rock, 
being obliged to creep on all fours. By the time I 
was half through it, I was aJarmed by the challenge of 
a ſentry, whom I could not fee, nor do I think it poſ- 
ſible he could have ſeen me, being laid buried amongſt 
the buſhes. It was probably the ruſtling amongſt the 
leaves which attracted his attention, and he was un- 
doubtedly more frightened than myſelf, tygers being ve- 
ry common in this part of the country. I made, how- 
ever, a full ſtop, and turned immediately further to the 
ealtward, (or up the rock) having attended particularly, 
when reconnoitring, to that part of It where no guards 
or Centries were poſted, continuing in the manner de. 

ſcribed by a very flow deſcent, to move round the 
rock from the ſouth face, where I had flipt down, to 
the oppoſite point, when I ſtruck into the wood where 
the rock was not ſo ſteep, and the guards all cleared. 
It had been pre- determined that we ſhould follow a 
northerly direction in hopes of reaching the Nizam's 
dominions, but I miſfed my comrades the moment I 

had entered the thicket, and never heard of them after 
wards. About two o'clock I had diſengaged myſelf 
from the thicker, but the circumſtance of miſſing all 

the reſt of the party gave me much uneaſineſs, and 

naturally produced various conjettures, nor could 1 


any other * account for ſo ſtrange a ſeparation, than 
| by 
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dy ſuppofing that they had purpoſely deſerted 8 


| fearing, perhaps, that I might prove an incumbrance 
to them the reſt of the journey, being in a very weak 
ſtate of body from a fever which had affailed me a 
few days before; I thought, they might for this rea- 
ſon, have judged it advifable to get rid of me, although 
they had ſhown more conſideration for my quota of 
the cakes, which they took along with them, wiſely 
concluding that I fhould very ſoon have no occaſion 
for them. Ungrateful as this procedure may appear, I 
rather hoped that might be the cauſe of our ſeparation, 
than any miſchief had befallen them, for I no ſooner 
reached the country below, before I heard the ſound 
of trumpets and tom toms*®, which I conceived to be 
an alarm in the fort on account of miſſing us, and no 
doubt ſearch was immediately made. I much feared 
that in ſpite of the precautions I had given them, they 
might have deſcended through the thicket in too ſtrait 
a line, which would either bring them dire& upon 
ſome of the outpoſts I had warned them of, or throw 
them in the way of whoever had purſued them. The 
loſs of my poor cakes, gave me, I confeſs, great con- 
cern, as I was extremely feeble, and very uncertain 
of ſoon meeting with any food; but reflecting that 
providence alone could ſave me, and that it behoved 
me to make every perfonal exertion in my power be- 
fore I gave all up for loſt, I continued my courſe on 
the plain which bounded the foreſt, in a northerly di- 

rection. I can never be ſufficiently thankful for a very 

Ds extraordinary 
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extraordinary and fortunate circumſtance, viz. thiat 
the fever. which had regularly viſited me for ſome 
time before, never returned-after this day, though the 
anxiety and, pain to which the laſt four and twenty 
hours had expoled me, could not be favorable to con- 
valeſcence. 

When I had advanced about five miles on the = 
I ſtumbled ſuddenly on a mud Fort which I never diſ- 
covered until challenged by a centry on the walls. 1 
judged it moſt prudent to return no anſwer, and taking 
a circuit round it, I continued my courſe without fur- 
ther interruption till day break, when I found my- 
ſelf within twenty paces of two of Hyder's troopers 
who were cooking their victuals on the bank of a tank. 
It was too late to ſhun them, I therefore reſolved to 


march boldly on, hoping to paſs unnoticed as one of 
the country people, for which reaſon I wrapped myſelf 


up in my blanket and paſſed them near enough to 
overheat their converſation. They were juſt delibe- 


rating who I might be. One ſaid, © there goes cer- 


tainly an European” the other repeated &* you fool, 


from whence ſhould an European come here, don't 
you ſee it is a woman' at that inſtant my irons hap- 
pened accidentally to ratile, which decided the con- 


teſt and confirmed the laſt opinion, the noiſe being 
taken for the ſound of thoſe bangles, or braſs orna- 
mental rings, which the women of India wear round 


their arms and legs; I was in conſequence of this 


circumſtance ſuffered to paſs without being interrupted, 


though not without having felt great anxiety for the 
_  tickliſhneſs of my ſituation, 


I 
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I walked on a couple of miles further after this VI 
venture, to a wood which I reached about ſunriſe, and 
found immediately a ſpot pretty well covered, where 
J laid down to reſt for the day, judging it imprudent 
to travel but in the night. I had not long laid down 
before I grew quite {tiff, and felt a pain in my bones- 
Examining the leg that my irons were faſtened on, I 
found that conftant rubbing againſt it, had made a 
deep hole which now gave me great uneaſineſs, though 
whilſt agitated and warm with walking, I had not per- 
ceived it. I plainly diſcovered that unleſs I could 
diſengage myſelf from the irons, it would be vain to 
think of proceeding, as my feet, independent of what 
I ſuffered from them, were extremely. ſore from 
traverſing the ſharp and edged ſtones of the rock. 
Fortunately the large knife had remained with me; 
with this I fell to work, and happily, before night ſet 
in, had totally removed the fetters. I felt my ſpirits 


much exhilerated from this circumſtance, and ſeem- 5 


ed quite refreſhed, though I had eat nothing that 
whole day. Intent on purſuing my journey, I mount- 
ed a hill near me, from whence I-reconoitered the 


country for many miles round, and gained a toler- 


able idea of the direction proper to follow in order to 
avoid plains as much as poſſible. It Was ſun-ſet when + 
I reſumed my courſe, and after paſſing the wood, 1 
had, unavoidably, a large plain to croſs, on which 1 
had obſerved a mud fort and cattle grazing, but not- 
vitkſtanding which I reached, about midnight, a range 
M | OE of 
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of hills that run between Bangalore and Seringapa- 
tam in an eaſterly direction, and which I had taken 
notice of before dark.—I halted here again, having to 
aſcend the hills which were very rough and overſpread 
with thickets that rendered the paſſage undiſcernible in 
the dark. Four days did I wander amongſt theſe huge 
mountains and craggy hills, without meeting with any 
food, or even a drop of water, though I had been leſs 
cautious with reſpeR to the time of travelling, finding 
no traces at all of human beings. I felt myſelf ſo very 
weak and reduced at laſt, that unleſs the next day 
brought me relief I muſt periſh, and therefore reſolv- 
ed to make one deſperate effort, the following day, 
for clearing the hills. I laid down to reſt with this 
reſolution, and fell aſleep notwithſtanding the gnawing 
Hunger that promiſed ſpeedily to put me beyond pain 
altogether. 

The next morning, which was the fourth of Decem- 
ber, I roſe with very miſerable proſpects, but tottering 
along, I was fortunate enough, almoſt immediately, to 
_ diſcern a hamlet of a few huts amongſt the hills ! This 
1 unexpefted ſight gave me new animation, knowing 
very well that I was in no danger from people with 
whoſe charitable diſpoſitions I was well acquainted, 
and who ſeemed as dropt down from Heaven for my 
ſuccour ; underſtanding beſides the Kennary language, 
1 had it in my power to paſs for any body I pleaſed, 
and ſhould they even diſcover who 1 was, there was 

no room for eee they would burt me; ſuch is 


the 


(8 ) 


the humanity and peaceable temper of theſe harmleſs 
villagers. It may ſeem incredible to ſome, that I ſhould 
have exiſted five days without food, and four without 
a a drop of water, under ſuch bodily fatigue and anxiety 
of mind, but to my very reduced ſtate, do I attribute 
my ſurviving it; let it alſo be remembered that I had 
been pretty well inured to hunger during my long 
captivity, where our allowance was ſo frequently ſtopped 
and where we. often remained one, two, three, four, 
and five days without any food whatſoever, nay, I well 
recolle&, that during the cloſe confinement in conſe- 
quence of Lieutenant Rutledge's affair, I was near 
ſeven days without eating any thing. 

I approached the hamlet, and from the firſt perſon 
I met, which was an old woman, demanded ſome cha- 
rity to ſave me from ſtarving. She entered into con- 
verſation with me, and the ſound of our voices inſtant- 
ly brought ſeveral other women out of the huts, who 
perceiving how weak and emaciated I was, expreſſed 
great compaſſion for me, and each went and brought 
me ſome of her homely fare, conſiſting of boiled rag- - 
C, and gram water, made into a curry, which proved 
the moſt welcome and ſavoury repaſt I ever made. I. 
paſſed myſelf upon theſe kind old women, for a Raje- 
poot, knowing few or none of that caſt were to be 
found in this part of the country. The few men that 
belonged to the hamlet being all employed in the field, 
the women and children only remained at home, 
though I ſhould have been equally ſafe had the men 
M 2 | been 
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been preſent. When I had told them that IJ was re- 
turning to my own country, they pitied the painful 
and fore condition of my feet; and immediately 
brought ſome warm water, with which they bathed them. 
When I left theſe compaſſionate and benevolent crea- 
tures, they furniſhed me with a couple of raggy cakes, 
being all the prepared proviſions the hamlet could 
produce after I had ſatisfied my hunger, and ſeemed 
to be much concerned for my ſafety. One of them 
pointed to a road which they warned me againſt fol- 
lowing, ſaying that it led directly to one of thoſe Po- 
lygar Forts with which the country abounds; a piece 
of information which I received with pleaſure, as It 
was the very route I had determined to take. I left 
my charitable benefattreſſes with a heart overflowing 
with pratitude, and many melancholy refleQions.— 
Their hoſpitable treatment reconciled me ſo much to 
life and the company of mankind, that I could not 
avoid deploring tle {mall probability which exiſted of 
my ever joining my countrymen. I ruſhed into the 
wood and took a great fweep to avoid the Polygar 
Fort and ſuch as might belong to it, knowing well how 
widely they differed in point of meekneſs and huma- 
nity, from the fimple and good natured Kennarees, 
the recollection of whom afforded. me ſufficient 
ſubject of contemplation for the remainder of the day. 
The next morning I was fortunate enough to fall in 
with a parcel of trees bearing a berry much reſem- 
bling in colour, ſhape, and ſize, our ftows; knowing 
this 
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this fruit to be very wholeſome, I devoured as many 
as I was able to eat, on the ſpot, and afterwards ga- 
thered as many more as I was able to carry away, 
being determined to reſerve the cakes which I had re- 
ceived from the hoſpitable Kennarees, for alaſt reſource. 

J continued to travel in a northerly direttion, as 
much as poſſible amongſt the woods; until the eighth 
in the evening, when coming to a plain which I had 
unavoidably to paſs, I all at once perceived, to my 
unſpeakable terror, two tygers not above a hundred 
paces from me; coming right acroſs the plain. It was 
the firſt time in my life that I had ever ſeen theſe ani- 
mals alive. I ſaw them approach without loofing my 
preſence of mind, but they ſeemed not to notice me 
until the inſtant they were oppoſite to me, when to 
my great ſatisfaction, they turned away with their tails 
between their legs, and in a long trot, diſappeared.— 


It will eaſily be believed that I was in no hurry to fol- 


low or overtake them, but ſuffered them to get intire- 
ly out of ſight before I proceeded. I am, however, 
from this adventure, led to give ſome credit to the re- 
ported puſillanimity of the Tyger, who, it is ſaid, will 
ſeldom attack a perſon unleſs by ſurprize, or a ſud- 
den leap, like that of a Cat aua Mouſe, which he will 
not reſume if he miſſes his aim; and I cannot avoid be- 
lieving (as it flatters my vanity,) that theſe two were 
actually afraid of me, which, could I convey the ap- 
pearance I made at the time in an exact drawing, 
might produce leſs wonder, 

About 
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About an hour after this rencounter, I fell in with 
a troop of Polygars returning from hunting, and I truly 
confeſs their appearance alarmed me much more than 
that ofthe Tygers, being the danger I always moſtly ap- 
prehended, and from the following, itwill appear that my 
fears were not groundleſs. They took me inſtantly pri- 
. foner, and carried me to a mud Fort, to the Weſtward 
of the foreſt, it was not quite dark when ve reached 
it, and I had juſt time to notice a large Tank behind 
it which immediately ſtruck me as the ſecureſt road to 
follow ſhould I be fortunate enough to give my 
new Captors the ſlip. They conducted me into the 
Fort, and took me immediately before the Chief, or 
Commander of their own party, who addreffed me firſt 
in the Kennary language, which pretending not to un- 
derſtand, he aſked me in Moors, where I came from, 
and who I was; I replied, that I was a Rajepoot diſabled 
in Tippoo's ſervice, and now returning to-my own 
country; he defired me to produce my paſs or dif- 
charge, which I told him I had loft on the road. Du- 
ring this interrogation, I perceived that the by-ſtanders 
eyed me very attentively, and caſting my eyes down, 
I law a hole in my blanket through which my ſkin ap- 
peared, the colour of which did. not correſpond with 
my face, which I had rendered pretty dark by waſh- 
ing it with Tobacco water, the only remedy I 
had for the wounds which the briars and thorns 
daily beftowed on my re feet.“ I over-heard 

their 
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* Briſtow was naturally of = ſwarthy complexion, which had no 
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their conjettures, although not ſuſpected of underſtand- 
ing them, which after ſome altercation in the Ken- 
nary language, terminated in what was actually the fact, 
i. e. that I could be no other than ſome European de- 
ſerted from the Chaylas. The Chief then commanded 
them to ſecure me in the centre of the fort, which had 
three different gates one within another, being ſur- 
rounded with a triple wall. I now perceived that I 
was not only diſcovered, but had fallen into the hands 
of people who were by their diſcourſe, adherents to 
Tippoo. My new Lord told me in Moors to make 
myſelf eaſy, and that I ſhould be well fed and not hurt, 
but his conſolation adminiſtered little comfort to my 


mind, and I began to ſhudder at the thoughts of re- 


turning once more to the clutches of the barbarian. 


I was left in charge of only one ſentry until the Kil- 
ladar's determination with reſpect to me could be ob- 
tained, and had the ſatisfackion to hear my centinal 9 5 
receive orders not to bind me before the commander had 


been conſulted. It was evident chat all hopes of eſca- 
ping the impending danger, and of avoiding a ſecond 
viſit to Seringapatam, depended upon the exertions and 
ſucceſs of the moment, whilſt only guarded by one 
ſentry; I therefore reſolved to try my luck, and the 


moment the croud (who followed the Polygar to the 


Killadar's houſe, on purpoſe to have the earlieſt inti- 
mation 
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been improved during twenty years reſidence in this country, par. | 
ticularly the latter part of that time, when as a captive, he was expo- 


* continually to the effects of the climate. 
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mation of my fate, with as much eagerneſs as if theip 
whole welfare depended on knowing it) was diſperſed, 
I vehemently complained of thirſt, and implored the 
ſentry to bring me a draught of water. I was in rea- 
lity very weak when taken up by theſe people, and on 


their ſeizing me, I pretended to be much more ſo, this 


circumſtance, and my poor appearance, deceived the 
ſentry ſo eaſily, that he never dreamt, I ſuppoſe, of my 
attempting to walk off, and therefore without any ſuf. 
picion-of my deſign, he went for the water. The in- 
{tant he was out of fight, not loſing one ſecond in re- 
{leftian, I wrapped myſelf carefully up in my blanket, 
and ſtrutted boldly out of the Fort, paſling all the 


three gates without any interruption or ſuſpicion, . the 
paſſages being crouded with people and cattle return- 
ing from the fields. I did not haſten my pace till I had 


gat to the diſtance of about fifty yards from the 
outer gate, when turning to the right, I crofled a Paddy 


field with all the expedition I could muſter, and then 
waded through the tank which I had taken notice of 


on coming into the fort. When I had croſſed the 
tank, I ventured to look behind me, and perceiving a 
great number of lights moving backwards and for- 
wards, which 1 concluded to be the Polygars in 
ſearch of me, and fearing ſome one of them might 
go round the tank without a light, and thus come 
unexpettedly upon me, I ſet out with all the ſpeed I 


could in a weſterly direction, for about an hour, 


when finding I was not purſued, I turned again to the 
| | | north, 


( 8 ) | 
north and travelled for three ſucceſlive nights over 
an open country, being obliged during the day time 
to hide myſelf in caverns and holes; in the mean 
time I found. myſelf under the neceſſity to break in 
upon my cakes, though I. knew not when I might 


meet with another ſupply ;. 1 truſted, however, that the 
ſame providence which had hitherto ſupported me, 


would not withdraw its aſſiſtance when it ſhould be no 


longer in my own power to make perſonal exertions. 
I was at any rate reconciled to my fate, and had made 
up my mind to whatever my deſtiny might have pre- 
pared for me, being always indifferent to every 
thing except that of being carried back to Tippoo. 

I continued, notwithſtanding the exceſſive fatigue 
attending that mode of proceeding, to wade through 
innumerable tanks and water-courſes which flowed from 
the hills that I was now approaching ; I preferred this 
mode, troubleſome as it was, to that of walking round 
the banks and borders, that I might not fall in with 
' Polygars or other hoſtile people inhabiting the villages 
which in general are met with in India where there is a 
piece of water, not knowing of what diſpoſitions or 


. Caſts the natives of theſe parts might be, and having 


ever ſince my laſt adventure, dreaded nothing ſo much 
as any animal in a human ſhape. 

The fourth morning, which was the twelfth of De- 
cember, I fell in with ſome ſtraggling rocks here and 
there covered with thickets, and being very tired, 


and exceeding hungry, having conſumed my cakes 
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notwithſtanding the ſparing applications I had made 
to them, I ſeated myſelf in a thicket, and overpow- 
ercd with hunger and fatigue, dropped to ſleep. After 


a reſt of ſome hours, I woke, and though exceſſively 


weak, I thought myſelf refreſhed by the nap, and conſe- 
quently moved two or three miles further on, when, 
to my inexpreſſible joy, 1 again diſcovered ſome of 


| thoſe berries which had relieved me once before.— 


I inſtantly ftripped every tree, by firſt ſatisfying my 
hunger, and then loading my blanket with the reſidue, 
which engaged me for the remainder of the day.— 
With this laſt ſupply I continued to travel until the 


-.  bfteenth: at day break, when, to my great terror, I 
found that I had got amongſt a number of villages 
upon a large plain, with a mud fort lying immediately 


in front of me, I already faw the people quitting the - 
fort to follow their occupations in the fields, and 
found that it would be impoſſible to avoid them; to 
give as little ſuſpicion therefore as poſſible, I reſolved 
to meet them boldly, hoping by that means to paſs for 
a traveller unworthy of notice. I had hitherto when- 
ever forced in the night to traverſe plains, obſerved 
the precaution of ſtriking out of the way the inſtant 
I found myſelf on ploughed ground, or diſcovered 
any other indication of inhabitants; but this time I 
bad met with no ſuch ſymptoms to warn me, before the 
day brought to view the ſcene I have related. 

I was not ſuffered to proceed far, before a party of 


Polygars ſtopt and examined me. Having already 


from 
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from the converſation of the people who had paſſed by 
me, diſcovered that one of Tippoo's regular battalions 
garriſoned the fort, I conceived. it would be impoſſible 
to paſs for an Indian amongſt men compoſed of all 
the different caſts and nations of India, I therefore, 
without any ſeeming hefitation, ſharply replied in Moors, 
that I came from the Engliſh camp and was proceeding 
to Gootie. They aſked, what carried me thither ? 
I anſwered, ſome of my companions and friends cap- 
tured with General Mathews laſt war, had taken ſervice 
with the Sultaun, and had written to me to join them, 
giving a very favorable account of their ſituation.— 
Gootie was the only place on. Tippoo's frontiers which 
I had ever heard of, and knowing it to be contiguous 
to the Nizam's territories, which was the road I pro- 
poſed taking, I concluded it ſafeſt to name this place. 
They ſuffered me not, however, as I had wiſhed, to 
proceed, but carried me into the fort; and brought 
me before the Killadar, where I underwent a ſecond 
Examination in the preſence of the Polygars, but took 
care to repeat exactly the ſame ſtory. The Kil. 
ladar put many queſtions reſpecting the Carnatic 
to me, at the ſame time informing me that he 
was a native of that country and was always hap- 
py to hear from his home. As I was very unable 
to give him ſatisfactory anſwers on this head, I 
thought it beſt to ſay that I had only ſix months 
before arrived from Bengal, and was a ſtranger on this 
coaſt, but that ſuch parts of the Carnatic as I had 
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travelled through, appeared in a high ſtate of cultiva- 
tion. He inquired about the ftrength of our army? 
I anſwered in general terms that it was very numerous 
and exceeded the utmoſt it ever had been during the 
laſt war. He aſked how I came to be ſo miſerably 
reduced and naked, ſaying it was not cuſtomary for 
Europeans to travel without clothes? I replied, that I 
had only brought four rupees out of the Carnatic 
with me, which were long ago expended as I had not 
expetted the journey would be ſo tedious, ſince which 
time I had ſubſiſted by begging, and with reſpect to my 
clothes, I had been obliged to throw-them away, find- 
ing it unſafe to travel as an European, and that, if I 
had been retaken, nothing would have ſaved my life 
being a deſerter, but that my preſent diſguiſe had 
afforded me protection. He ſeemed to credit this aſ- 
ſertion, and having ordered me ſome viftuals went 
away. In about an hour he returned to interrogate 
me afreſh, and tried, I plainly diſcovered, if I would 


dontradict any thing I had ſaid, and by way of ſounding 


me thoroughly, he told me the Marhattas had lately 
: plundered the country all round, and that they then 
"were encamped with a very ſtrong force only ſeven 
or eight coſs off, and adviſed me to take ſervice with 
him. I anſwered, that fince I had encountered fo 
many hardſhips in order to meet my friends, I would 
by no means relinquiſh the attempt, or enter into ſer- 
vice with any other power, but proceed direQly to 
Gootie, if he would ſuffer me to continue my journey. 
To 


4 
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To this at laſt, to my unſpeakable ſaisfaction, he 


conſented, and to impreſs him with greater confidence 
and faith in my fincerity, I requeſted permiſſion to 
remain that night in the Fort, and that he would be 
pleaſed to inftrutt me what road to take to avoid the 
Marhattas. 


The next morning, which was the ſixteenth, I ſet out | 


from the Fort provided with two large Farra * cakes, 
ſome Chatney, + and a Guide, who had the Killadar's 
orders to ſhew me the way. The moment I was re- 
ſtored to liberty again, my joy was ſo great that I 
ſcarcely could credit my own ſenſes, and for ſome 


minutes thought myſelf under the illuſion of a dream. 


It was certainly a wonderful eſcape, to get away from 
one of Tippoo's own Forts when 1 had fo little chance 
of making my own ſtory probable. It was undoubted- 
ly a very fortunate circumſtance for me that the Kil- 
ladar proved a good natured ſimple man; the natives 


of the Carnatic are in high eſteem with Tippoo, 


and many of thoſe that were taken laſt war, enjoy diſ- 
tinguiſhed poſts under his government, the Deroga, 
or chief of the treaſury at Seringapatam, for example, 
is one of them. | 

The guide I had been provided with, ſoon grew SR 
of his charge, and diſplayed no reluctance at being per- 
- mitted to leave me. I did not long continue the ſame 
road after he was gone, but took immediately the old 
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- northerly direction, and travelled with all poſſible ex- 
pedition upon the ſcanty ſubſiſtence of my cakes, and 
ſuch berries as I could pick up, until the 23d at night, 
when coming into ſome very high and broken ground, 
I was diſcovered by the ſentry on the walls of a mud 
Fort, who challenged me. I had perceived lights on 
my firſt getting into the broken ground, which I ſtrove 
to avoid by inclining to the left, and as I was moving 
off, I ſuddenly perceived two lighted torches held up, 
and at that inſtant the ſentry challenged, which made 
me conjeQure I was perceived, particularly as a number 
of lights immediately afterwards iſſued from a watch- 
houſe that was at the bottom of the rock on which 
the Fort ſtood, and diſperſed ; fearing therefore that I 
might be ſurrounded, I turned about and made for a 
wood in the rear of me, which I reached in ſafety, and 
walked about three miles to the weſtward until 1 
came to another rock, which was nearly at the dawn of 
day; from this place I had a full view ofthe laſt mention- 
ed Fort and finding a tolerable ſecure cave, I laid 
down to ſleep. About three o'clock in the afternoon, 
I was diſturbed by the bleating of ſheep, and looking 
through a crevice in the rock, I ſaw men at work in 
felling timber; I remained quiet till ſun ſet, when 
riſing to take a full view of the country, I heard a 
ſtrange noiſe, and looking towards the place it aroſe 
from, I beheld, to my utter aſtoniſhment, a Bear very 
buſy in preparing a den under the very clift where 

LI repoſed. | 
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The moment I was able to determine wh raps 
to take, 1 deſcended the hill, much dejected for 
want of food: 1 travelled on all night, only halting 
now and then on account of 'extreme weakneſs, and 
the pain my fore and ſwelled feet occaſioned me . 
In the morning I had the good fortune to reach a 
village which lately, perhaps the day before, had 
been plundered by the Marhattas ; here I picked up 
among the. deſerted ruins, about half a ſeer of Rice, and 
nearly as much Raggy, a few Chillies, a little Tobacco, 
an old earthen pot, and a ſtrong Bamboo walking ſtick, 
which proved of fingular ſervice to me aſterwards as 
a ſupporter. —I ſat down immediately and devoured 
ſome of the Rice, which I ſoaked in water without 
thinking of cooking it; after this ſeaſonable meal, 
I purſued my journey, and before I had gone far, 
I diſcovered a Ferra field, and thought the opportu- 
nity of laying in a ſupply of proviſions, not to be neg- 
lefted, I therefore ſpent the remainder of the day in 
plucking off the heads of the grain and rubbing them 
between my hands. 

J found, that I was much weaker at this period in 


I had imagined, being obliged at very ſhort intervals GE 


to have recourſe to reſt, and with all my endeavours, 
was unable to travel above five or ſix miles in the 
_ courſe of the ſour and twenty hours. Notwithſtanding 
the daily accumulation of my diſtreſſes, my ſpirits never 
entirely forſook me, but the impoſſibility of holding 
out much longer was now too evident, having ſo con- 

ſiderably 
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fiderably added to the very reduced ſtate of my ſtrength 
ſince I left Ootradoog ; - reſolved, however, to exert 
myſelf to the laſt and ſtrain every nerve, I continued 
to ſaunter on, ſometimes amongſt woods and broken 
rocks, and ſometimes over plains, until the twenty ſe- 
venth, when I came to the banks of a ſmall Nullah 
which had nearly terminated my ſufferings with my 
life. The attempt of croſſing it fo effeQually exhauſt- 
ed my ſmall remains of ſtrength before I could reach 
the oppoſite bank, that I ſhould inevitably have periſh- 
ed, if I had not fortunately caught hold of ſome bull- 
ruſhes which grew in the water on the fide of the Nul- 
lah. Inthis ſtruggle for life, I loſt my earthen pot, 
my Tobacco, and whatever proviſions I had left, be- 
ſides I was ſo much fatigued and expended when I had 
climbed up the bank, that I laid myſelf down on the 
graſs with very little hopes of being able to proceed 
any further. A few hours ſleep, however, refreſhed 
me a little, and reſolution lent me new ſtrength, in 
ſhort, I made ſhift to combat hunger and fatigue un- 
til the 1ſt of January, This hilly country was ſo ex- 
tremely barren and inhoſpitable, that a few wild ber- 
Ties compoled the whole of what I exiſted on during 
the laſt five days. Without experiencing all the hor- 
rors of hunger, anxiety bordering on deſpair, and 
great bodily pain, it cannot be conceived what I ſuf- 
fered and felt. 

On new year's day, I had arrived within fight of the 
teriination of the long range of hills at the foot af 


which 
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which I had ſo long been travelling; but juſt as I began 
to entertain ſome faint hopes of being at laſt within the 
reach of relief, a new, and apparently inſurmountable ob- 
ſtacle preſented itſelf to my dejected eyes, as a bar to all 
future proſpeRs of being rewarded for my late ſufferings. 
The Tangbaudar River which runs in an eaſterly 
direction, at the diſtance of ſeven or eight coſs to the 
ſouthward of Gopaul, being the limits of the above- 
mentioned range of hills, now lay immediately before 
me. No human probability of gaining the oppoſite 
ſhore appeared, as no boats were in fight, and feeble. 
neſs had ſo totally diſabled me from ſwimming, that it 
was not to be thought of. In this dreadful perplexity, 
I looked eagerly around in order, if poſſible, to diſtin- 
guiſh ſome piece of wood, or branch of a tree that could 
help to bear me up through the ſtream but in vain. 
Without allowing, however, diſtreſs and deſpair to con- 
quer all my hopes, I moved ſlowly and ſullenly along 
the banks of the river, and after walking for ſome 
time, I ſpied a ferry-boat: my heart now expanded 
with joy, and 1 fancied nothing remained but to ſtep 
into the boat and be rowed over, but as ill fate would 
have it, the ferry-man, to my unſpeakable diſappoint- 
ment, would not even ſuffer me ta approach his boat, 
1 feared by too haſtily ſoliciting a paſſage (for I was 
unequal to force) to hazard, a diſcovery, the conſe- 
' quence of which 1 dreaded more than death itſelf. 
Obliged to ſubmit to my diſtiny, J went back reſolved 
to proceed in an eaſterly direktion Aang the banks of 
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the river, until I ſhould meet either with a ford, or 
ſome other mode of croſſing; or, what ſeemed much 
the moſt probable, with the concluſion of my miſcries 
and rambles. 

After proceeding as before mentioned, | perceived, 
on caſting my eyes to the oppoſite fide, two large 
Forts at ſome diſtance, and heard at the ſame time the 
diſcharge of cannon, from whence I concluded the Forts 
to be beſieged either by us or ſome of our allies, This 
increaſed my anxiety to croſs the river and redoub- 
ling my efforts, I continued travelling until the next 
day about three o'clock in the afternoon, when per- 
ceiving a guard, I halted. 1 afterwards diſcovered that 
this was a Marhatta guard ſtationed between the river 
and the extremity of the hills as a ſcout, but uncer- 
tainty and fear at this time determined me to avoid it, 
in conſequence of which I was obliged to take a cir- 
cuit and croſs the extremity of the hills; I reached the 
foot of them about ſun ſet, and found them covered 
with verdure, perceiving no covert, or ſhelter for 
wild beaſts in the neighbourhood, I laid down leſs de- 
jetted indeed than might be expetcd, and flept till 
morning: at day- break I began to aſcend the hill, and 
had not advanced far before I met an old woman watch- 
ing her cows, who gave me a raggy cake, and adviſed 
me to keep well to the left, if 1 wiſhed to avoid ano- 
ther guard poſted on the other fide of the hills. My 
better deſtiny, certainly directed my ſteps to this 
good natured old woman, nor was this the firſt time 
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fince my captivity, that I was indebted for my life 
to the aged part of the ſex, my good genius of late 
had abſolutely never appeared to me but in the ſhape 
of an old woman, ſhe pointed out the moſt traver- 
ſable part of the rock to me and on the fourth day 
I reached the oppoſite plain, where the adjacent 
fields ſupplied me with ſome grain, which preſerved me 
from periſhing by hunger and enabled me to purſue 
my courſe once more towards the river, the ſtream of 
which I continued to follow four days longer, but with 
ſo little effect, from the exceſſive reduced ſtate of 
my ſtrength, that I only advanced ſeven miles in all 
that time; on the fourth day, I found myſelf near a 
mud Fort which I had not obſerved, and was ſudden- 
ly ſurrounded by a number of Marhattas, and taken 


up and carried before the Nalputty Rajah, who was 


the proprietor of this fort. The Rajah was then en- 
gaged in making preparations for taking the field the 
next morning, and had therefore no time to attend 
to me, but directed that I ſhould be retained in the 
fort, and taken care of until he ſhould return. | 
During the abſence of the Rajah, I gradually re- 
covered part of my former health and vigour; it was 
ſoon diſcovered chat I was an European, and the Ra- 
„ ſon, a humane young man, who was left in 


command of the Fort in his father's abſence, was ex- 


tremely kind to me. A native Doctor was ordered to 
heal my wounded and excoriated feet, and abundance 


of proviſions were given me, though I did not ven- 
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ture fully to indulge my appetite from the weak ſtats 
of my ſtomach. I had recruited my health and 
' ſtrength pretty well by the 12th of February, when 
the Rajah returned, and I was the next day taken be- 
fore him. Having learnt ſince my arrival that he was 
one of thoſe Marhatta Rajahs whom Tippoo had diſ- 
poſſeſſed in 1785, and 1786, but who had availed 
himſelf of the approach of our troops in 1790, 
(Bowberjung, the tributary, whom Tippoo had placed in 
the Rajahſhip, having retired) to recover his ancient 
territory, and right, and that he conſequently was no par- 
tizan of the Myſore Sultan, I frankly anſwered his in- 
terrogatories by a plain confeſhon of the ſimple truth. 
He ſeemed much affected at my narrative, pitied my 
fufferings, gave me a piece of cloth, of which J ſtood 
in extreme need, having no other cover to my naked- 
neſs but the blanket I had brought out of Ootradroog, 
and invited me to enter into his fervice: I concluded, 
the ſureſt way of obtaining that liberty which I now 
panted after (finding myſelf ſufficiently ſtrong to face 
new fatigues) would be by affenting to the Ra- 
Jah's requeſt; I therefore readily accepted his offer, 
in conſequence of which I was immediately releaſed, 
and deſired to demand whatever I wanted, I returned 
very ſubmiſfive thanks for the Rajah' s promiſes of pre- 
ferment, and affected to be much ſatisfied with my ſitu- 
ation. That night, and the next day, I walked about 
at pleaſure, and had already inſpired the people of 
the fort with ſo much —— that nobody ſeemed 


ig 
to notice my departure, between the hours of nine 
and ten, on the fourteenth at night, I proceeded di- 
rely towards the river, which at this place was about 
two hundred yards broad, but in general narrower, 
but ſo bold had my recovered vigour rendered me, 
that I plunged in and ſwam over immediately, though 
I had been informed of a ford a couple of miles fur- 
ther to the eaſtward. | 
The poſſeſſion of the Nalputty Rajah, is called 
Comlipore, and the fort is remarkable for having a high 
rock in front of the entrance, with a white Pagoda at 
the top that entirely commands it, It lies about four- 
and-twenty miles ſouth eaſt of Gopaul. 

| I had diſcovered from the people in the fort, that 
_ Gopaul was the place I had diſtinguiſhed at my firſt 
approaching the river, conſequently I directed my 
courſe towards it the moment I had croſſed, and 
walked without intermiſſion or interruption until a- 
bout eleven o'clock the next day; I then halted to 


take ſome refreſhment; being in the centre of ſeveral 


villages, and provided with four- pice in money, being 
the produce of my allowance of Rice from the Rajah's 
Granary, received the day before I left the fort, which 
I immediately carried into the pettab, and fold it that 
I might not travel pennyleſs. About three o'clock in 
the afternoon, I ſet out again, and got near Gopaul 
half an hour after dark, when ſome of the Nizam's' | 
people, after hearing my tale, picked me up, and ſent 
me on an Elephant ts Mouberjung's camp, where 
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J was ſomewhat aſtoniſhed to find myſelf confined un- 
der a guard, but reflecting that I was in the hands of 
an ally, that Engliſh troops were preſent, and that any 
miſtake with reſpe& to me would ſpeedily be cleared 
up, 1 laid down to fleep pretty eaſy in mind. The 
next day, being the 16th, I was early in the morning 
taken before the bukſhy, who put a number of queſ- 
tions to me, all which I anſwered by deſiring to be 
conveyed to the Engliſh commander. A guard im- 
mediately was ſent along with me to his encampment, 
but being abſent on the batteries himſelf, I had to re- 
main, whilſt his orders could be received, an objett 
of curioſity to the troops, to whom I was repreſented 
as a Frenchman, ſent by Tippoo to ſuccour the Fort, 
and taken up by ſome of the Nizam's people in the 
attempt. It had already laſted ſome. hours and my ſi- 
tuation began to grow irkſome, and the ſpedtators 
troubleſome, though no violence was offered to me, 
when fortunately Lieutenant Engliſh returning from 
duty on the batteries, beheld the crowd, and having 
| inquired into the cauſe of it, carried me from the Ni- 
zam's guard to Capt. Dalrymple's Marquee. I related 
my hiſtory together with the particulars of my eſcape 
to this gentleman, who congratulated me on my 
' fortunate delivery, ordered me what refreſhments I 
wanted, and preſented me with ſome rupees, he like- 
wiſe gave mea coat, a hat, and ſome linnen. Thus I 
found myſelf once more, after ten years cruel cap- 
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tivity, apparrelled like an European amongſt men of 
honour, and reſtored to liberty, 

The next day Captain Reid, who commanded the 
Engliſh detachment, ordered me to come to him in 
the batteries, I related the whole of my ſufferings 
from the time of my becoming a priſoner in the Car- 
natic ; he heard me with ſurprize and kindly offered to 
furniſh me with a ſafe conduct either to Madras or 
Bengal, whichever I ſhould defire. 

I remained, until the 26th of February in Captain 
Reid's camp, receiving every mark of generoſity and 
favour from the officers, and ſupplied by their liberali- 
ty with every thing neceſſary for a long journey; I ſet 
out from camp on the eyening of the 26th of February 
1791, With a guide and a fervant boy, for Pangul, the 
Nizam's court, where Captain Kennaway, the reſident 
with the Subah, was to renew my paſs through the De- 
can. On the eighth of March, after travelling 216 
miles in a ſtile very different from my former jour- 
ney, I reached Pangul, and waited immediately 
upon Captain Kennaway. After producing my paſs 
and relating my adventures to him, I requeſted his 
aid and permiſſion to proceed to the grand army, he 
ſeemed, however, to think the undertaking too hazard- 
ous, if at all prafticable, but offered to grant me a paſs 

either to Fort St. George, from whence I might eaſily 
join the army with one of the convoys, or to Maſuli- 
patam, where 1 ſhould be at liberty to follow my own 


inclinations, I choſe the lau and after remaining 
ä | at 
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at Pangul till the 2gth, and having continual kind. 
neſſes conferred on me by Captain Kennaway and the 
other gentlemen reſident there, I ſet off for Maſulipa- 
tam well provided with every thing ad for the 
road. 

On the third of April I reached . where 
Major — commanded, He was alfo extremely 
good to me, gave me ample ſupplies for the little that 
remained of my journey, ana hearing that I could give 
ſome information reſpecting the works and ſituations 
about Seringapatam, and on the Ifland, and alſo that 
I was extremely deſirous of joining the grand army, 

and render any little ſervices within the ſmall compaſs 
of my power and abilities, he generouſly wrote a let- 
ter to Lord Cornwallis in my behalf. On the fifth of 
April, early in the morning, I ſet out again, and on 
the 7th reached Maſulipatam, having travelled fince 
I left Pangul, two hundred and ſixty miles, and alto- 
gether from Captain Reid's camp at Gopaul, four 
hundred and ſeventy-ſix miles, without, however, ha- 
ving met with any thing deſerving to be mentioned, 
or ſuffering any hardſhips. N 

At Muſulipatam I had the ſatisfaction of meeting 5 
one of thoſe four men who fled from the Detachment 
ſorming at Peripatam in 1782, and whoſe eſcape had 
proved ſo fatal to the remaining eight, and in fact to 
all che priſoners. Whis man's name is Richard Hig- 
gins, and he holds the appointment of Key Serjeant 
to the Garriſon, 4 ſtayed with him five days, and was 


entertained 5 
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entertained with cordiality, good nature and all the 
kindneſs which the ſatisfaQtion and happineſs of re- 
Joining a fellow captive, like himſelf, who after incre- 
dible ſufferings had eſcaped from ſlavery. He con- 
firmed every circumſtance I had heard reſpetting their 
eſcape, and ſeemed to recall thoſe paſt * misfortunes 
with a kind of aweful pleaſure, to his memory. 

Seven days after my arrival at Maſulipatam, I took 
the opportunity of an old Parriah veſſel entirely man- 
ned by blacks, to embark for Madras with two more 
Europeans of that eſtabiſhment. We were in ſight 
of Fort St. George when a violent gale of wind drove 
us out to ſea again and toſſed the damaged and leaky hull 


about for ſeveral days, with unabated fury. Fortune 


| ſeemed not yet quite tired of perſecuting me, for we 
Jaboured in vain to recover the roads of Madras. 

Thirty fix days we lived on a quarter of a ſeer of 
bad rice, a few ſalted onions, and half a pint of wa- 
ter per day, ſuffering conſequently not leſs from want 
and the fear of ſtarving, than the danger of founder- 


ing. The ſouthern monſoon drove the veſſel, in the 


mean time, up the bay 1n ſpite of us, but we did not 
reach Ingelee untill the 6th of June, a couple of days 


after every thing eatable and drinkable on board had 
been conſumed. On the ſeventh, we made ſhift to 
proceed up to Kedgeree in hopes of relief, and lucki- 
ly fell in with a Pilot veſſel, where yſelf and the 


other Europeans were taken on board, and ſome food 


and refreſhment given us. The next morning we 
| | were 
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were ent on ſhore. to Mr. Wheatly, who l us 
very humanity, kept us a couple of days to recover 
ſtrength, and then furniſhed us with proviſions and 
a boat. On the 11th of June 1791, I arrived at Fort 
William, after an abſence of ten years and eight 
months; three months and five-and- twenty days of 
which had been ſpent in the ſervice of my conntry; 
nine years, nine months, and two- and- twenty ** 
in ſlavery, partly as a priſoner of war and partly as 


captive retained in defiance of faith and the laws 1 
nations. 


The above is a ale 55 of . one ſingle 
obſcure individual ſuffered, whilſt in the po wer of a 
conqueror who degrades humanity. Shortly before I 
left Seringapatam, I took particular notice of two 
merchants from the Nizam's dominions who ſuffered 
with aſtoniſhing fortitude, they were daily, during the 
Cutcherry hours, which are from eight in the morn- 
ing until ſix in the evening, pinioned with their arms 
and legs to the ground, and whilſt in this poſture, on 
their backs, with their faces to the ſun, a fellow on 
each ſide kept continually pricking them with long and 
pointed needles. Three lacks of rupees was the ſti- 
pulated price for their releaſe, but nothing could be 
exacted from them, except the promiſe of remitting 
the money if they were ſuffered to return to their 
homes, on the performance of which Tippoo, how- 
ever, did not ſeen much inclined to rely. The whole 
e of ſuch as die (which is nothing uncom- 

N mon). 
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mon) under the rack, if diſcovered, is confifcated, 
but as the proprietor in general intruſts very few with 


the ſecret hiding place of his money, it is not often 
found out. I cannot tell. what became of theſe two 
men, but I have known many that were really thought 
and known to poſſeſs money, hold out till the laſt 
moment, without betraying their poſſeſſions. —Martyrs 
of this kind are very common in India. | 

I cannot conclude this narrative without expreſſing 
my due acknowledgements to the gentlemen in Bengal, 
who generouſly exerted themſelves in my behalf on my 
firſt arrival, and moved by my ſufferings, offered me 
their aid and ſupport. The kind recommendation of 
| theſe gentlemen, as well as that of ſeveral others, in- 


duced Colonel Murray, the Military Auditor General, 
to commiſſerate my ſituation, and to his good offices 


and liberal interpoſition, it is owing that I have re- 
ceived my full arrears of pay for the whole time 
of my impriſonment. 


F 1E 


dE 


* 


AI 85 : 
2 . 
8 > 


251A 8 


8 
2s * 
— — 


— 


* 


< 
1 


